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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The arti fices of that arch ſwindler, who calls himſelf 
Major Semple, induced various perſons who have been 
plundered by him to contribute, without the leaſt 
view to profit, (as appears by the bulk of the work, 
which is equal in quantity to a half-crown pamphlet) to 
print an account of the different modes by which he ac- 
campliſhed his fraudulent views; and they employed Mr. 
earſley in Fleet-ſtreet, as their publiſher. 

About two days after its appearance, another compila- 
tion was alſo advertiſed; and, to ſtrengthen the de- 

ception, part * Kearlley' $ title was taken, viz. © The 
Northern Hero | 

However, upon inſpection, it turns out a 2 5 of 
imagination; à mere romance, barren of any facts, ex- 
cept a few that #ppearcd 1n the- "public TAs relative to 
Semple's commitment. 
The public being thus 3 in poſſeſſion of this attempt to | 
- impoſe upon them it can ſcarcely be neceſſary to point 

out the propriety of examining the title : ſuch copies, as 
| have not Kearſley's name, are of the above ſpurious edi- 

*.* At the requeſt gl ö f ſeveral gentlemen od 8 | 
us 3 the following memoirs; we have, in this edition, 
in order to prevent all poſſibility of deception, changed 
the original title of The Nonrnkkx HzRo, to that of 
The NoRTHERN . 
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THE THIRD EDITION. 


| Wi th the Circumſtances of each Fraud , and the News 
| f a a Parties injured. 2 


3 TAE 


NORTHERN IMPOSTOR; 


Being a faithful Narrative of the Lirs, AbvenTuins, and 
DeceyTioNs, of Aus GEORGE SEMPLE, commonly called 


MAJOR SEMPLE, _ 


alias Major HaxroLD, Major MaxwELL, Major Grant, - JW: 7 


Major CUNNINGHAM, Major WinTER, &c. &C. &c. 


Wüh an Account of his Devices at Lord SALISBURY? 8, Sir 


THoMas DunDass's, Mr. Prr rs, the MarQuys of Bangs. 
DOWN's, &c. &c. 


| Alſo the various Inventions: by which he obtained Goods of 


different Tradeſmen ; and the Names of the * who were 
the Objects o f his Depredations. \ 5 


* LIKEWISE - 


An Accοαε of his T RIAL, 
Beſore Mr. Juſtice Goulo and the RECORDER,” 


At & OLD Bailey, on Saturday, September a, for defrauding 
Mr. Jon LyceTT, Coach- Maker; in W echapel, of a Pos r- 
CnAls B, value FirTY GUINEaAs,. of W he was convicted. 
Likewiſe Mr. GARROW's' Motion off the, laſt Day of the 
Se ſſions, for deferring JuDGmenT. 3 8 


r... N — LARS. + 
$6. LOND ON * 2 
Printed. for G. Kar, No. 46, Fleet · Street; and ay 5 
| by all Bookſellers. 1786, | Do 


Of whom may behad, Price Three Shillings, os proper 05 nion 
to this Work, the Ii bole forming an 5 Leſſon to the pic 


MEMOIRS of a SOCIAL MONSTER:; . 


' or; The Hiftory of Cyanuss Phice: witha faithful Detail of 


* 2 and * on Sdciety for upwards of fifty 
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BOOKS 711 Publiſhed zy G. KEARSLEY. 


The following interefling Compilation has been received with the 
ſtrongeſt Marks of 3 particularly among the commercial 
and Rank: of Sotiety, for evboſt Accommodatle it ts in- 
tended. Price One Shilling, 5 
A TABLE of TRADES, for the afbftance of Farvats 

and Guardians, and for the beneſit of thoſe young 
men who wiſh to proſper in the world. 

Shewing what a Maſter in every profeſſion requires as 
an Ap rentice-Fee what a Journ man can earn; 72255 
what ſum is neceſſary to ſet up as er in any T. 
with ſome intereſting advice to Apprentices, N pa — 


e Tables contain upwards of 300 F. 


Hen oth L ee err 
3 Price Half-a-Crown; _ 
The fourth Edition, with the above Im crovements; of 
BARON MUNCHAUSON's ADVENTURES in 
RUSSIA, ICELAND, TURKEY, EGYPT, 
GIBRALTAR, the. MEDITERRANEAN, r- 
LANTIC OCEAN, &c. &c. - 


Upon the Continent 2 Adventures are at this time 
more read, particularhy in France, Germany, and Holland, 
where the Author is well known, than any production has 
For ſome years, This fourth on; excluſive of che 
ve imprgyements, is embelliſhed with eighteen plates, where-. 


yp 


Baron's Adventures At Gibraltar, are rohibited i the French: 
and Dutch W FR YM 8 


oy 
4 
$32.3 


AN ABRIDGEMENT of CAPTAIN COOE's 
THREE VOYAGES. ROUND THE WORLD. 
The Firſt from 1768 to 1771 ; the Second, from 1772 


as the French has but fix; beſides, the part which contains the” 


to 1775; and the Third and Laſt, from 1770 to 1783. 


o which is added, Caprain FURNEAUX's Narrative, 
during his ſeparation in the ſecond yoyn The whole 
containing an accutate deſcription of all the New Dis- 
dooveries, and the Inhabitants, To ck is added, 

8 ain Cook's Life, win the particulars of his death, 
Mength, written by Capt. King. Each volume 
— be had ſeparate, ow: 38. ö 3 6d. bound. 
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| HE following . pages are dedicated to 
Fou, as the humble mite of an indiyidual, 
wbo has long been an obſerver of your conduct 
in the high ſtation to which your private virtues 8 
* and public merit have fo juſtly raiſed vou. Ae. 
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1 Vour great concern for, and circumſ 
8 in, the ſecurity of. property, and the freedom of | 


_ _ *- the ſubjeR, have gained you a name which will 
live'as long as the Whig intereſt of this country 
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INTRODUCTION,” CONTAINING | 
3 - - Wu "gy 
\ Compariſon bitiven- Englih and French 


genius — * — — _ 8 > ip * - 1 


Obſervations on the abſurdity of our penal laws 3 
Reaſons for and againſt the Judges being con- 5 


ſulted in framing teen 4 


Sir John Fielding's en to Parliament to 
protect the property of tradeſmen — 5 
The life of James George Semple 3 N 
where born ho, and what nnn ; with 
the family pedigree - - - -'- 6 
Abdicates Irvine, and why - - = = NE $ 
Repartee of Sir John pepe s 9 
Comes to Lon do 10 
Mr. Semple is married, and to woom 12 
Is recommended by the late Dutcheſs of King- 
ſton to the Empreſs of Ruſſia - '- 14 
Mr.Semple abdicates Peterſburgh = | - 18 
Borrows the paſſport of the King's a 
His application to Baron Hompeſch, à Ger- 


man nobleman at Cologn, and reception — 16 | 


En gratituds-toithe Baron's fon I el 


_ 
Dane Mr. Welch, No. 7, Gun Alley, Wap- -/ 


ping, of twenty guineas, and how = 20 


His device to defraud Mr. Lovett, of Stratton-- - 
. | 2 2 ſtreet, 


˙ͤ | 
Page | 
2 . a pretended. expreſs to Lord Saliſ- 
">= 20 
EAA M21 10 . br - 18K 28 
His ſcheme to borrow fix guineas of Mr. Wood, 2 
3 wan kiel eee 8625 
+ gw Watt nts =. = 22 
de eee . Sadgrove's, as. 
"Knightſbridge —— = + * 451 £23. 
His layrt io. Mr. Sage —— — — 24 
Obtains goods and caſh of Mr, . of Neve 5 
Bond- ſtreet, filverſmith- -: - +=; < ib, 


Dino. of ur Gladuall nine-merchans, m_ G; 


. dilly. 5 - — 26 
His applications at Lor Salibury s, Ng | 
Thomas, Dundas's | ETON wrote th. 


Gets credit of 55 and Hudfon, 5 
j Arlington-ftreet, Piccadil ß 27 

Device to defraud Mr. Henderſon ib. 

* Mr. Carter, Cha pel- ſtreet, Grofrenor- 23 
. ſquare n — - — 1 ra. ib. 

7 Ditto Mr. Lancaſter, Theobalds Road. 28 
Mr. Semple lodges at Mr. e and decamps | 
., —reaſon why; =. ib. 

Obtains goods of Mr. L 29 

 Borrows fix ſhillings of Lucas, a Temple porter ib. 

Obtains a carriage of Mr. MRNemie ib. 

3 | + 8 Mr. OO? of prong e 825 

ip | Strand „ e en . ib. | 
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His "Fm to Mr. 8 of the Pay-Office 32 
Cheats a hackney-coachman. | = -- ib. 
Anecdote of Dr. Rock - gk =- = 35 
. Attempts to obtain goods of Mr. . 
Obtains goods of Mr. Cecil, Loudonhall Grout 36 - 
Ditto Meſſts. Dixon and Co. Aldgate. =. ib. 
Ditto Mr. Stewart, Broad-ſtreet ib. 
Borrows two guineas of Mr. Bolton 37 
Obtains two horſes and five guineas c of Mr. Tat- 
„% % „„ 
Borrows money of Mr. Fozard, and letter to 
ditt - ib. 
Scheme 80 cheat a hackney-coachman | >= 39 
Outwits another; and Mrs. Watſon, of Glouce- 
ſtiter-ſtreet, pays! V 4⁰ > 
Mr. Semple' s device with Mr. Biſhop, e = 
D - 4t; ©. 
Ditto at Matlock in Derbyſhire = =" =, = 42 
His ſcheme with Mr. R. e New Bond- 4 
TEES +> — — 42. 
Ditto, Mr. Jameſon, ditto, 8 +» 
Ditto, Mr. Banfield, woollen-draper, ditto | ib. 
Ditto Mr, Feltham—is apprehended, &c. - 
Paragraph in Morning Poſt - - —_— 
Mr. Semple's anſwer in the ai 8 48 
His iotroduction to the bar of the Old 1 for | 
- robbing Mr. Lycett rr LA 32 55 
Arguments of hig counſel, Mr, Ae, why the mY 
indiment wou be quaſhed n 53 | 
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The form of the indictment nn ent 

' the flaw r = = = i, 
Motion to diſcharge Mr. 885% = 2 86 
Mr. Semple. is ordered to remain till the next 

ſeſſions r << 1h . 
Concluſion of his hiftory as far ü laſt ſeſſions 67 
How he obtained letters from Mr, Pitt, Dr. 

Prettyman, &c, &. F ib. 


Loteer from Mr. Swann, to Major Semple 58. 


Account eh ſits promoting a duel between two.. 
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friends = - = = = - - - 6 
How he fwindled Mr. Bailey, F the Hope, near 5 
Mancheſter - - - - th 
Is detained in Newgate for debt, by sir e 

"Wright - - = -'= - = = . 6g, 
Account of a fingular adventure in the North 64 
Is ſupplanted by his own ſervant, with. the lady 

whom he kept - - - - - - = — 66 
His baggage conveyed to Lord Sydney < - N 
Mr. Winter's letter from the Spa, relative to the 

Major's tricks at Bonn, on the Rhine, de- 

claring him to be known as a derte, 

throughout the continent — 7 3 ; 
The Major obtains an introduQion to Mr. Ma- Ma- 

* envoy eee Wen 

obtains 


„ - 
8 ©. 
e ten guineas upon his return to England ” 
of Mr. Mathias in Scotland-yard* = -< 74 
| Deceives Dr. Oglevie, of Egham, and obtains 
credit, by various arts, of the doctor s friends 
there and at Windſor - r ib. 
Obtains ten pounds of Mr. Gulliver, of Belfont ; 
where he appeared with a carriage and fer- 
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Cunningham U— — 2 
Defrauds Mr. Gapper, of the Temple, of forty, 
pounds ; and Mr, Parker, of Halifax, of fifty Id. - 
Obtains half a guinea. of Mr. Bell's ſhopman - - 76 
Pretends to be ſent on an embaſſy by Lord Shel- 
burne, now Marquis of Landſdown 7774 ib. | 


APPENDIX - = = UU— — . 
Excurſion to Buxton 2 „ — 5 
Defrauds Lord Sheffield _ -- =» 80 


Decamps from Buxton * 77 
Tricks Mr. Bowyer, of Berner-ftreet '= - '= ib, 

Impoſes on and cheats Dr. M-Quia, of Nor- 
wich - = - = = Fes a - 
Defrauds Mr, Pye, of Norwich - = - „ 83 
Ditto Captain Seaton, of Thirſk, in Yorkſhire 86 
Ditto Dr. Aikin, of Yarmouth - - < - ib, 
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Defrands Meflrs. Butts and Hand, F 8 94 


Farther account of him in Ruſſia—goes to the 
Crimea as aid-de-camp to Prince Polem- . 
efrauds ſeveral noblemen at Peterſ- 
8 1 and quits it -, - 96 
Attempts. to trick the turnkey of Newgate, ano- ano- | 
ther friend of his by the name of Pitt - g7 
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T is neither a new nor a fingular obſervation, 
that every century hath produced a Genius, 
and every country an Hero. There is no neceſ- 
ſity to have recourſe to the annals of the aneients, 
inſtances of modern hiſtory 

to juſtify the aſſertion. France has had her Char- 

titan, and her Comteſſe de la Motte. Jonathan 

Wild, and Mrs. Margaretta Matilda Sophia Ca- 


rolina Rudd, may ſafely diſpute. the laurel with 


95 8991 Hero and Heroine: but Britain, the 


| n 95 a +370 a FAT © To gu 4 "FBC 
queen of iſles, ſeems to be the natural ſoil for the 


cultivation of ſuch genius arid heroiſm! 7 
A few years, however, have determined ta 
whom the laurel wreath is due. We have had 
Miniſters o the Church of England executed for 
orgery and murder, and a Methodiſt Preacher, 
in holy orders, hanged for ' raviſhing dozens“ of 
Lans children, to whom he was ſohool-maſter; 
Lawyers and Contractors have kept perjury in 
countenance ; and the GRBAr CHARLES PRICE, 
juſtly filed . The 9 MonsTER, ryſhed 1 
4 / a | , ; k — 


1 > 
che preſence of his Maker, rather than have his 
genius recorded in the Ordingry's 8 . of 
Newgate Heroes. 

The progreſs of heroiſm bas led us into theſe 
obſervations. They prove, that a very few years 
have eclipſed the tranſactions of ages, and that 
England can boaſt of more renowned exploits in 
that ſhort period of time, than ever were figna- 

 lized throughout all Eurape Unring the laſt cen- 
' tury.. 

It was the refletion of a great lawyer, that the 
laws of this country were made to bind a bold and 
daring race of people. In his days, the refine- 

ments of modern villainy were unknown, and 
_ ©. "therefore unpractiſed. The name of Swixplxa, 
 - creature begot between Downright OY and 
Dame Forgery, was unheard 1 
Ii is alſo an eſtabliſhed. truth, that the ks a 
| af legiſlation can never keep pace with inventive 
Enavery, the natural depravity of mankind baf- 
fling every attempt to deter it. The efforts of 
moral writers have been equally ſucceſaleſs to re· 
ſtrait the vicious part of it from unprincipled / diſ- 
- honeſty.—Thus whilſt the abſurdity of our penal 
ſtatutes have opened doors of invitation to ingeni- 
ous chicanery, the ſcandalous. and contemptible 
artifices of dirty pettifogging attornies, and Old 
Bailey bar-orators, have given a looſe“ and encou- 
0 . ee 
To 
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1 

To inftance this An act of parliament was 
made, which decreed it a capital offence to ſteal 
horſes, mares, or geldings. The firſt man who 
was ever tried upon that act pleaded the fingular 
number As he had only ſtolen 4 Bre, he was | 
— Acquitted,—It was a penal ſtatute, and not to 
be liberally conſtrued. —The text was to be 1 
adhered to. 

To prevent the receiving of ſtolen e know: 
ing them to have been ſtolen, in the enumeration 
of the articles, watches were omitted. They are 
held not to. come under the deſcri ption of goods, 
wares, or merchandize: a receiver of ſtolen 
may therefore purchaſe as many watches as 
he pleaſes, of whom he Pleaſes, and at what price 

he thinks proper! 

In the act againſt dog-ſtealing, the magiſtrate 
as a power to fine, impriſon, and order the im- 
mediate correction of the houſe, After convic- 
tion, and when the culprit's back has been Head, 

he may, by a very wiſe proviſion in that ac, ap- 
Peil to the quarter ſeſſions to reverſe the flogging ! 
Turnips might have been ſtolen with impunit 7 
for they were omitted in the act that made it felony +. + * 
to ſteal any thing elſe out of gardens, fields, &c. | 
: &e, in conſequence of which a new act was made. 
It is well known alſo, that « min may fer fire 
to his own houſe, and not be 3 +." 

Axtute law, | | 
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technical omiſſions call Joudly for the interpoſtion 
and inſpection of the Twelve Judges, whenever a 
| penal ſtatute is framed, The: various and curious | 
labyrinths of the laws would then be reduced into 
a plain and caſy road, nor would the incorrigible 
rogue find a fimulus from their ſubtle and encou- 


___ raging conſtructions. 


The only argument that ever was "advanced 
againſt conſulting the Judges on theſe occaſions 


s, that they are ſervants and officers of the crown, 


durante bene placitur, and therefore ought. never to 
interfere in framing laws, where the preſervation of 
bis Majeſty's crown and dignity is concerned, . a 
they may be ſuppoſed to be partial to tbeir royal 
mater. To anſwer this flimſy argument is neither 
our buſineſs.or defign at preſent. 0; 4, a of 

| But though. theſe legal f inaccuracies and. curious 
I diſtinQions operate, in one ſenſe, to the great dif- 
advantage of the cammunity, yet in another, they 
afford the moſt pleaſi ng ſatisfaction, by prateBing 
the life, liberty, and property of Engliſhmen, | For 
if laws are ever to be conſtrued otherwiſe than. 
written, a partial and ſeyere Judge, or a packed 
and corrupt J ury, might ſtretch the arm, of, re- 
ſentment, either to ſerve their own private ani- 
moſities, or to fayour the defigning views 1% an 
er nk orig MO Ot: 


61 
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(C's ) 
The late Sir John Fielding, whoſe unwearied 
ee. to check the progreſs of all forts; of 
vice, muſt. make his name remembered with high 
reſpect, diſcavered, in his official capacity, the 
very great mis fortune of what we now complain. 
—He daily, es experienced the triumph of villainy 
eſpecially in that line which i is now the ſubject of 
this performance. —He applied to parliament, and 
with much difficulty he procured an act for the 
better prevention of frauds, (the zoth of Geo. II.) 
commonly called Fielding , which ſecures, the 
property of tradeſmen from the pernicious arts. of 
thoſe public. robbers, uſually denominated SWIND- 
. LERS3 ; for that which was then deemed but debt, 
is now determined to be a felony. EI Fo 
To that magiſtrate, therefore, are the publie 
indebted for the detection of that delinquent, 
whoſe extraordinary feats of ingenuity have ſtruck 
ſo much alarm and terror throughout the private 
a8 well as mereantile line of life, —At the ſame 
time juſtice obliges us to add, that the exertions 
of Mr. Feltham, co-operating with the ſpirit of | 
that act, haye carried into effect an event thak has 5 
for es years been moſt devoutly wiſhed. CS 


* 
1277 


We muſt obſerve alſo, that although cultivated 
Jy] is generally imputed to the ſouthern, in- 
hahitants of this iſland, yet the perfection .of the 
ſcience was - for 4 h of . Bri: 
* SE 
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Aft + this exordium we Proceed to our ub. 
10 T0 4-223 03:2 
| hs George Senfter, born hin the hee 
1750, at Irvine, in the ſhire of Ayr; and is now 
About thirry-Rx years of age. He is the ſon of a Mt. 
Jaives* Semple, who was once a fut veyor in the 
cuftom houfé at Scotland; who is alſo living, but 
ftom ſome bccaſion or other, bel a his | 
lace? R 714. en 
Ls Wen were the more Passe in this cireum- 
kunde, not only as it fatisfies our readers of the | 
birth and parentage of our Hero, but alſo, as it 
AJeads to a eircumſtanee that could riot poſſibly be 
omitted, eſpecially © in a "narrative of ſuch! Brest 
actions as we mean to tranfmit to poſterity. ; 
In the year 7547, the title of Lord Viſcount = 
0 : 4596; of the kingdom of Scotland became eri: 
Tue reader may be affured it was not attainted. 2 
There is o record whatever of its difaffeQtion W 
govervmient, and therefore may be juffly filed. 
8 loyal a family as a that North Brrain b 


boaft. . , oY 
"he ech it this ue has asd 7 
hundred and thirty-hine years. The father of dür 
Hero, James Semple, we heat has lately lald claim 
| 1 it. We mention this to ſhew chat there is ws 
Hoppofition of the dregs of very rich blood run- 
vlog in the veins of James George Semple. I 
2 not wy adds an importance and dignity tb 
Logos 950 bis 
EN En : A) 
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"his character, but -intereſts the reader alittle more 
in his fate. To have a Hero the deſcendant. of a 
long line of anceſtry, is one great effort of modern | 
tragedy ; but without ſearching the biſtorigs, gk 0 the 
Greeks and Romans, or rummagiog the Ottoman 
traditions, we have ip fatto, ſuch an intereſling 
character from the highlands. of Scotland. The 
phanix of the family of Lyſle. 

His education was at the place of bis ür 
Irvine: and it would: be ſuperfluous. to add, that 
be was ſoon, made converſant in Latin and Greek, 
' In. thole exerciſes he had no competitor; ü his ju» 
venile. abilities, ſoon diſtinguiſhed themſelves, and 
kept his ſchool-fellows at an humble. diſtance. 
We may add too, that as his years increaſed, ſome 
other eminent proficiencies kept them at a till 
greater. To be plain, moſt of the parents of the 
ſcholars, of Irvine were under the neceſſity of di- 
recting their children not to ne n James 
| George Semple. _ 


As he grew towards 1 8 bgure, 


2 perſon excceding well made, and a genteel de- 
portment gave him a pre-eminency in point of 
attraction, To theſe ornaments were added, an 
| underſtanding capable. of every improvement, and 
an affability of temper, ſo. conſonant to the things 
that be, that he was a moſt;engaging e 
| wherein bo awe SEO He | 
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x EINER beste, Sad ſanding «7 a 0 
we Juſt binted at, whilſt they procured bim the 


_ envy; and diſlike of the maſe part of the creation, 


made him awple ametids by the favour and eſteem 
in which he was held by the females of all ranks, 
: 7868 and conditions. ON 


"One obſervation ariſes here. Thefs tioſst attrac- 


| tions, and theſe flattering partialities of the ladies, 
are the rocks on which our youth have too fre- 
quently ſplit. They a are the Seylla and Charibdis of 
every young man, whoſe knowledge is like a whipt | 
ſyllabub, and whoſe vanity leads him to ſuppoſe | 
himſelf ſomething, when in truth and in fact they re- 
duce him to a mere non- entity. One deformed ſen- 
| fible good man, is of more ſervice to ſociety than a 
_ thouſand gay ſuperficial futterers, with fine figures, 
<a tho they, thould be vulgarly honeſt. Ex. Gr. 
To the partiality of the ſex, we hear Mr. Sem- 
ol was indebted for bis abdication of Irvine; 
but we wiſh not to, wound the vitals of ſuffering 


credulity i in one ſex, by expoſing the Iniquitous | i 


arts of the other; or to ha ang up the name of 4 
lady, When we with only to delineate the chataer 
ol James George Semple. In order to improve 

bis natural advantages, be was ſent, as we are in- 
formed, to the college at Edinburgh, and intended 
for the Kirk, to which ' profeſlion he was originally 
bred. He had not, however, been long there, 
befote he gave ample proofs, that the ſtudy of. 
religion 


— 
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| teligitn wis not calculired for a bein of bis 
Reely diſpoſition and gay turn of mind. The 
ſtudy of phylic was then propoſed to him, but 
that ſeience wus too abſtruſe and technical to st- 
ttact his attention. Lac ſcemed to be bis fuvo- 
rite amuſement at college, and his father, deter- 
mined to let his ſon take what ouyſe of Rudy he | 
pleaſed; agreed he ſhould become a lawyer, no 
doubt wich a view to Lo mains rern f 
vogue. Et hn ern oe nnn . 

This reminds us ef e departer Ude ut of by 
the tnagiſtrate whoſe name we have already men- 
tioned, A fellow who made it a practice to pay ſix· 
penes for a baſon of ſoup e mers baute, 
was at laſt detected. Sit John Fielding aſked 
him what he was? To which the gentlemun te- 
plied; & 1 belong to the Law, Sit.“ # The Law! 
Pha idamme] that's impoilible,” fuld Sw John, 
you did you would have ſtolen the 5 % too.” - 
Ho long he continued his ſtudies there we art 
not thoroughly acquainted with; but we are in- 
formed that it is near nine years fince' his nume 
was firſt cnrolled'on the Hts in the black bock of 
 Bow-ſtreet, under the title Cttrvatinns Dis: I. 
 Dvvyrris. From this account We may draw a 
| tolerable calculation thut he had not been 4 co 
-  fiderable time in London; before he recommended 
* che notice and attention of the police. 

e 2 Having 


. 


. 1 
Having chus traced Mr. Semple's nativity. ey 
education, we beg leave to ſay a little more re- 
3 ſpecting his firſt introduction into this great me- 
* - tropolis, where abilities like his have a wide field 
dm. diſplay themſelves in, and where ibduſtry never 
can be in want of a guinea.” | 15 
T ̃ be ſituation of Mt. Semple's father bad had 
naturally, ſuch, as to bring him to the knowledge 
of a certain gentleman, who was intimate with 
a Scotch merchant, who was acquainted with- an 
SA attorneyz/or rather writer at Edinburgh, who 
3 was the friend of a gentleman who was very well 
=. acquainted with one of the lords of Trade, now 
due of che lords of his Majeſty's Bed- chamber, 
w who s an intimate friend of one of oe area 
1 of the Eaſt India Company. ' 
No it ſo happened, that there was foch a —_ 


| underſtanding between that certain . 
3 that Scotch merchant, and the lawyer, who tranſ- 
BR acted the bufineſs of the ſaid lord, that the writer, 


upon the, firſt application, declared that young 
Semple ſcould have a place in the Eaſt _ Com- 
pany's ſervice abroad. 

V pon this abſolute prot from fuck: A * g 
man, the elder Semple equipped James George 
with all proper materials for ſuch a journey to the 

Eaſt; not forgetting the requiſites neceſſary to con - 
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nothing to 40 but to call on che chaieman of th 
company and receive his appointment. | 

| Notwithſtanding, however, that abſolute pra 
| miſe, young Semple found fame little difficulty in 
obtaining it; and, being a bon vivant, he exhauſted 
his reſources with a facility that ſoon” compelled 
him to have reeourſe to the old man for a freſh 
ſupply, under the pretence of the neceſſary extra- 


vagance he was compelled to live at in London!” 


- Having obtained à ſupply, he -diffipated: © 
that with” as much ſpeed as he had dene his! 
former finances; and whilſt his applications at the: 
Eaſt-India Houſe, and -attendance there, ſhould. 
have been renewed with hourly ' vigour, his ohly 
ſtudy was to adorn his ſweet perſon, and com- 
mence 'fine gentleman;: The lazineſs of his life 
ſoon led him into company, capable of complet- 
ing his utmoſt wiſhes; and all ideas of venturing: 
ſo dangerous a Suns: and: c en, oon 
exploded. [4131-0 1 OTIRStS 
Gay life and gay company u ſpeedily bree on 
unhappy projects to ſupport it. It was to this in- 
a advertent: ſtep in the elder; Semple; of intruſting 
his ſon as his own maſter in à town, where the! 
utmoſt reſolution and fortitude ate too often in- 
effectual ſecurity againſt vice and debaucherys 


that the younger Semple owes his tuin. It wa: 


more highly criminal in him, as he knew the na- 
* bent of his ſon's inclinations. pity , 
8 8 Wy „ere. 


| unfortunate. for © family of great character and re- 
ſpect in Devonſhire, the Ges, that he be- 
| cans their acqueintance. To the daughter of it, 


Family; {and, dis way of lifs had ſo diſguſted the 


ſee him, they offered. to ſettle upon her 200l. per 
ann. if ſhe would quit her huſband. But ſuch is 
the prevalence of paſſion in the female part of the 
creation, that they are not only blind to their own. 
intereſts, but to the defects and vices of him, who, 
 Unbappily, chances to be the God of their idolatry. 

e, Semple then refaſed the offer; but at 

length, weatied with habitual. enormitics, the has 


8 5 


FORE bin ve 3 though, at at the fame 


time, the inadvertence of a faahier is no o apology 


for the inamoralicies of a ſou. 


Iso the; purſuit: of his 3 it was a lade 


it was o moſt irreparable misfortune. She was 


| married) toi bim, and it was not long before Mr. 
_ Semple gave very convincing proofs hom bis 


noble blood inſpired him ta maintain, unſul- 


lied, 3 anne 
Lyle, ln 7) 


After he had; a the i 


lidy's parente, that they never would conſent to 


conſented to remove betſelf entircly; out of his 


þ wildly choſe to retire to a ſpot where 
wi fiagolatity. of * * foreclaſed 
$4137 a all 
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all ideas of bee She is now at Calais; 
where Mr. Semple, for a Jong time paſt, has net 
ventured to make his appearance, and for a reaſon 
which to him was a very formidable one. He had 
already experienced the pleaſures of three years 
impriſonment in Calais gaol; and, not deſirous of 
reviſiting his old habitation, very wiſely omitted 
that ſea-port in his latter viſits to the continent. 

The univerſity of Oxford alſo has had the honour 
of Mr. Semple's being a member of their county 
gaol for debt; where he GOP * five. * 
and was then matriculate. 5 
We have it alſo from wee ben hat he 
| frequented every place of faſhionable amuſement, 
and was reecaved by foine families of diſtinction as 
a viſitor, and as a gentleman of birth and charac 
ter, whoſe father was claiming an extinct title. 
Tell me your company and TI tell you the 1, 
à a very old ſay ing. How far it was verified hx 
Mr. Semple, the loweſt capacity can judge. As 
there was no company in life which he bad not en- 
tered into, from the plain gentleman up to the re- 
preſentative of Majeſty, fo had he contracted their 
principles, he muſt with his qualifications, have 
deen an ornament to ſociety; but as Shakeſpeare 


ſiys, Tow'ring anhition (which over-vaulteth itfelf; 
Vas the fource: of all his misfortunes. He grould 


| keep great company, which: mutt be attended with 
Tis n l 
9 | with | 


; Cm) 

8 n he means of ſupporting it, he Was compelled | 
to have recourſeito great actions. 

It was from this oonnection however, hetuckity 

obtained a: recommendation to quit his native 


country. The Ruſſian ſervice was propoſed and 
embraced, The Gt family knew how very 
fortunate” it might turn out for them, and they 

were happy to hit on any expedient which pro- 
miſed a reſtoration of their former felicity. Mr. 


8 7 Semple, therefore, departed for the-dominions of 


the Empreſs, equipped with thoſe requiſites, nen 
were accepted with as much ſatisfaction on one 
fide; OSS with hes A DORA 
other. - ts} -10' de 5 
" Though it will be neceſſary hire to tate that | 
Mrs. Simple is the ane of the celebrated 
| Dutcheſs of Kingſton; yet it need ſcarcely be told 
chat that great lady is à very great favourite with 
the fill greater Empreſs of Ruffia, at which-court 
has firſt great lady now reſdes. 
IJ1ᷣ00o conccive that J. G. Semple would let ſlip 0 
x en an opportunity of improving his fortùnes, 
would be but paying a very bad compliment to 
his penetration. As he knew the alliance, ſo he 
knew well how to introduce himſelf. Mr. Semple 
was a ſine man, the lady had been a fine woman, 
and is ll à great wit; ſhe! received him with 


. | 4 „ and promiſed to ĩntroduce him to the 


The . court lady was neyer 
yet 


( 15 ). 

yet violated. Mr. Semple was ee we 
ptemiſed promotion. 50 ä 
But Grange- was the ps ima affairs of 
Mr. Semple. —A ſomething, a deſtiny which we 
all are liable to, threw: a tumbling block in his 
way. The Dutcheſs withdrew her favours, the 
Empreſs recanted her promiſe, and Mr. Semple 
decamped without —— for the ee me | 
motion. 

The great «Qtions chat; were _ Grice of an | 
event are recorded in page 95 of theſe, Memoirs. 

Zut although we are not ata loſs for ſo impbrtant'a 
© ein ones in the life of Mr. Semple; yet we have 
the pleaſure of recording here one ſmall ſpecimen 
of his ingenuity ere we bring him out of a country 
which was ſo unfottunate in his loſs. He borrowed. 


5 the paſſport of the King's meſſenger, then on hit 


toad to England, and by quitting the charactet of 
a gentleman, and aſſuming that which the . 
tents of the paſſport afforded him, he got ſafe inte 


Germany, where be talked in the language of the 


fellow upon | Highgate-hill; who bid dhe Locd 
Mayor of London kiſs his ———-, _ 

At Bruſſels he diſtinguiſhed: himſelf in a BY 
ner no ways derogatory to that aſſurance which 
had already made him pretty conſpicuous in Eng - 
land and Ruſſia. Whether the incident we are 
Ann happened . or at a 3 

on (e 5100 2 1 08 ens 
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: period, we are not certain; be the time when it 

will, it makes but a very little difference to the 

teader. ee eee 
time totally immaterial. 


Baron Honpeſchz a Giro ee was 
4 ur at Cologne, when Mr. Semple arrived 
there, by which the latter had an opportunity of 
"exercifing thoſe wits which ſeemed to have been 
his only ſupport for ſome years. He addrefled 
himſelf to the Baron with all the politeneſs he was 


capable of, and that was no ſmall portion. He 


Kind a reception at the Court of Peterſburgh. 


_ Riiled himſelf a. Major in his Britannic Majeſty's 
ſervice, deſcribed himſelf of a noble family in 
Scotland, and boaſted his great intimacy with the 
| firſt of the Engliſh nobility ; concluding with his 
„ ee dns ahh gs <a 


Having thus / ſtated his. conſequence, he ihea 
| edt his misfortunes. e had been ſo unhappy, -- 
he ſaid, as to kill two Engliſh gentlemen, one at 
London, the ather at Bath, in a duel; From his 
conſequence and misfortunes, he then began to 
diſplay his legal abilities. The laws of England, 
he ſaid, were very ſevere on the laws of honour, 
and cruelly deemed that a murder, which the laws 
of other countries took no cognizance of, and by 
' this cruelty he was compelled to fly for ſafety to 
a. foreign country His mind was exceedingly 
 diftrefied, but he was much more ſo by the fitua- 


7” 2 


| ti) 
„ tiot d which his pecutiiary affairs then ſtood; and 


doth rhoſe cauſes emboldened bim to ſeek. che ſup- 
port of a nobleman, whoſe ſoul was ever awake 

to the ſenſations of humanity, particularly when a 
geitleman and a diſtreſſed officer tag in his yu 
| eee Ld ee ouch 20 att 2. 

Flis manner, bis! appearance, 115 dare 
n effectually on the Baion.— The eye of 
pPity was thrown on ſo unhappy and ſo unfortu- 
nate a caſe. The Baron's purſe beſtowed the 
moſt liberal relief, and his houſe afforded' a moſt 
comfortable aſylum.— The Baron's friendſhip and 
ſervices kept pace with the Major's misfortunes, 
and he promiſed to uſe all his SW to Ser him 
4 reſtored to his native country. - 12 D715 

But this extenſion of eee was not all that 
the Major prevailed on the Baron to exert—Mr. 
Semple wiſhed to return to England with his Ma- 
jeſty's promiſe of a pardon in caſe of conviction; : 
for; added he, „As a gentleman, and a man of 
honour, I muſt ſurrender myſelf up to the laws of 
ths land; and take my trial for the murders.” BY 

The Baron, who perhaps better underſtood the 
conflinition: of Germany; and ſome other northern 
nations than that of England, and knew that whilſt 
the laws of the land was tying A balter round a 
man's neck, the monarch was tying round the rib- 

- band'of ſome , honorary order round his ſhoulders, 

uy Fay conſented to this requeſt, and affured Mr. 
.D | Semple, 


ä | ( 18 » 

gem ple, he would uſe all his influencet0/ procure = 
the King's previous pardon, as ſoon as ever he 
ſhould arrive in England, which woes be in the 
ſpace of two or three months. Air 2d of 

To relieve the reader from any reed 
he may be thrown into, by Mr. Semple's narrative 
of duels he never fought, and of men he never 
killed, we muſt let him into a ſecret which. it is 
not impoſſible. he may have already diſcovered, 
The whole tale was an artſul deception, trumped 
up for the mere purpoſe, of living on the Nuran 
bounty as a man of conſequence and faſhion, 
which. were always the ambition of James George 
effrontery and external appearance could ſupport 
the character, ſo he knew that the only method 
of carrying his plan into execution, was to put 
himſelf upon a level with the Baron. We may 
be liberal to the poor and baſe. horn; but eſſec- 
ö tual relief age, ODOR: are ouly- a 2; {on 
Wanke ad 

In . eta did Major: Lge live 2 
Bruſſels till the time of the Baron's departure for 
England, when the Major accompanicdohuns not 
in his. ſuite, but as a friend and companion On 
their arrival, the Baron mentioned the oalt ta 
ſome of his Mæjeſty 's miniſters; by whom: be was 
informed, chat the requeſt was, impaſſile- to be 

| en. e ee here Were puniſhed or — 
. 196 01 
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asbl accbrding to the thetits of the wife, ind the 
Nwotftable or aggraviiting tcuniftiiees Aten 
dei vegan 10 
Soon üfter the Baron w affiohl it Wachen that 


suit che Barbn's fon, Canie from Ger- 
Wiany t Eögland Wich Aflottekes. Xfter havitig 
Wgrated" Bis 'Dufinels,” he was prepurmg to Its 
varies when Afe Birbn Urea Majzbt Semple to 
necbmpry kim; Afid he ſtibüld have His recommen- 
difioti chere. TEIL Wit Teadily agreed to, but à 
Mite #chy 7 propoſed, n*6rder to ſettle his | privite 
affairs in England. 5 "THE datt would wee been 
Kay in de Na jo comply, but filbmitted to the 
MortMcatioh ef fallfng Withdut tim, His lug- 
vide, however, WiPhrge, and as fr could not be 
all got together by the time, eſpecially as he pur 
ehaſed ry Vattab] Engliſh articles, che Major 
&indly Wok chärge of che remainder; which by 
Ge damt'd accident or other on the road, never 


Lt Ser te Cologne, although us we are mförmed, 
de Wa worth betwern four and five hundred 


_ t is hardly worth our notice to obſerve 
n vile to Mr. Nichardſon, fügar-baker, 
A Ranbfora Rrect, over Black-fryar's bridge, with 
che Baron, tt borrowed five MAillings | of Mr, 
Richirdfoh's iäd ſervattt for want of change to 
Ps ebdlebs and forgot to return 1 anden 

"What began of Mt. Semple imtmeckstel after 
this loſs, We are not Poftive, but we fiid bit A 
val D 2 | Dieppe 


(20 
Dieppe, i in about a year Wann hiring an Eng- 2 
liſh fiſhing ſmack, there being no packet boat, for 


the expreſs purpoſe of bringing over diſpatches. to 
government bere, as he declared. For this con- 
veyance he 1 to give fourteen guineas. When 
he arrived at Harwich not having caſh-about him 
fo pay it, and being alſo in want of money to pay 
the chaiſet to town „ as he told the man, he borrowed 
fix guineas of him (Vir. Thomas. Welſh, living - 
at No. 3, Gun: alley, Wapping) with whom Mr, 
Semple travelled aver the- ocean in * name and 
deſcription of Colonel Crawford. nA ni enchg 
But a fingular ipſtance .of, bis. i ought 
not to eſcape us. It exhibits, his raſh and the 


fertility of his eng too Kaen Fee 
preſſed. => ; 122592902 20g I's 


He 3 to Mr. Tapes. Ace 
hackney-man, . of Stratton. Street, Piccadilly. in 
order to ſend an expreſs « down. to Lord Saliſbury, - 
near Watford. The expreſs was ſent, and, contained 
an account of a near relation of her ;ladyſhip'sand 
his own alſo, who, Mr. Semple ſaid, yas arrefied - 
for three hundred pounds, mentioning, the perſon's © 
name, and that fixty or eighty guineas would, com- 
Promiſe the affair. This letter, by the expreſs, 
Was delivered to his Lordſhip, as be. was I riding . 
; near the houſe, -but to which, his Lordſhip returned 

this verbal anſwer, © That be knew of no ſush pœſon, 
or relation, and therefore there was no anfar, fo 51/1 
1 > The 


* 


- 


6 
Ehe obvious meaning of this expreſs; was,” firſt 
bombe himſelf appear-à perſon of conſequence 
_ and; faſhio aby his connections; andi ſecandlyy _ 
eee bee to get credit of Mr, E 
vet. The ſcheme had its Effect. He: ran; a; fe 
— into Mr. Lovett's; debt; Mn. Bani 
ſome littleg knowledge of che ef bega to 
ſuſpect el Major, and then putoa cuth to: his 
aredit. 3110 4H —: 186 tel od yo * T: Ds " 
irt Many: and: vain were: his api cine r Mr. 
Semple far payment. Forumately heoghſerved 
him obe oday in a-hackney:coach; :and\ahebMajor, = 
Aanthisgurn, diſcovered Mr. Lovett. He kept hie 
- ſelf, like a Rare in his form, che bottom of she 
_ connh, whence Mr. Lovett ſtarted him. by opening 
the coach door.—Pleas, apologies, :and excuſes, 
| owed as:freely: as the Thames at a ſpring tide.— 
een his Maker he offered as bail for 
the perfartiance> of his ꝓrorniſes, but Mr. Lovett 
would nrither take the ſecurity; nor: part. Vith his 
game:; and ſwore, wherever" the coach went, chi - 
chen he wauld go alſ e. 
e Whencthe Major found that there was notget⸗ 
ting rid. of his c panion; he declared ĩt :was hard 
that herhould / be compelled to apply : perſonally 
to his àgents for acfew pounds; but as negeſſu 
had no law, if Mr. Lovett would accompanyching - 
to Meſſrs. Cx and Mair's, nn i 
F * £ 201 Won 
Run There 


- 
' 
| 
' 
: 
: 
' 
, 
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| 62 ) | 
There is gd deubt but Mr. Loremresdih con- | 
Mea de che propoſale—TDhey drove to Orig : 
Court, Where he por our of the eoach b and 
Mr. Lovett well knew Ir was no thorolightare; he 
ebntiautd at the Cre of the Ne _ 
effrs.: Com and Mair sz. 
99 —— Hour the begun to grow impa 


tient. He esquired at the agenm for Major Sem 


the ſervant 
e: They knew no ſuch man But en 
wry inforawehim, that a gentleman, about an 
hour: ago, had been there, and vold her he u 
purſued by -bailifs; and begged her to let him 
eſeupe through the houſe. by the back door mo 


rd, whivh. out of Compeffon | 
done. By this doable, Mr, one Joſt his gens 


and never got foent again. . —AOID 80 Sit 
Hut che eirele of his ingenulties ven hoc Rü 


10 Barons, Counts, Watbtmen, and AMackney- 


Goachimeh/; the Keepers of Coffee · Houſes and 


| Howli/experienced their pleſant effctb likewiſe, 


Ä. — 8 
Garden Piazza; and although Mr. Wed — ö 
our uo wiedge, too much good ſenſe to be am | 
by dhe inveitive- genius of | plauſible. pretenders + 


ben their ' antiblery is-levelied at — t 


— ao bad. 
a rock: 166 li mal on bet 2 
A 1 : wy 5 
B —— 
Ms for how OE fack a gent! 8 


muſt 
9a 1 | | | 


(43) 
maſt excuſe our vaming him) had ordered dier? 
Mr. Wood replied, ©. ble had had no ndert. f 
— Good God l ſaid the Major, Dick is a ſad dug l 
How: neglectful! Why, Wood, ſeveral of us: 2 
greed laſt night to dine with you to-day at ſeven 
ſhillings and fixpence 2 head, encluſi ve of wines. 
Get dinner teady at ſive o'clock for a dozen. 9 
Mr.“ Wood was retiring to giwe orders, when: tha ö 
Major called him back Here, hark ye, Wood, 
| faid he, damme if E am not come out aucb leſt my 
purſe on the table: — Lend me fix guineas. Un 
Wood lent the money, the Major departed, an ele- 
gant dinner was dreſſed, but neither that fad dog. 
Dick, nor any of his party, came to partake of it. N 
Me trace him likewiſe to a lodging at Knights 
bridge with a Mr. Sadgrove, a hair ·dreſſer there 
in the name of Major Hatrald. To Mr. Sad- | 
' grove's be brought with him an elderiy:igendle- - 
man, whom he Was ꝓltaſed to ſtile his father, and 
to dignify with the appellation: of Lord Lyſle. 
When Mr. Sadgrove apologiſed for the inconve« 
nience he ſhould be under in accommodating; 2 
nobleman—Pſhaw, ſaid the Major, put him into 
my bed, and make up one any how: for. me 
Thus were the nobleman and his fon! accommo- 
dated, till Mr. Sadgrove began to trouble his 
lodgers for ſome. of thoſe. 'reaſans which make all | 
incanyeniencies dünn to Wen who ſubmits 7 
them. And 1 * 1 21 | 
715 1 : ; Bur | 


a 
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| _. * -fkind of Qohunee; and af ſome few.neighbouring 
- - tradeſmen: applicd-for-tHe-Tame (ſort of oratory; 
Mr Satigrove's: lodgitigs began'to be thought; eb 
far trom towi, and co] queantly the Major- re- 
5 ——— giving legal notice theteoſb ii 

.i{Many: were the ſearehes Mr. Sadgrove made) to 

-ndakerbdien ſpeak properly, ut they wete fruitlels. 

Havi. at aft! raced Major Harrold, Mricgall. 

© .gtovezreceived- froma him the following curious 

rr. nie em bool: 21453 ,567 a he 
e Mr. Sadgrove , n boo i 
L received yeſterday from the i whe 

is wich me, a !leterwhich':you meant forme but 
which he opened owing to the addtefs. I aſſure 
voudthat upon my word that before Thurſday 
. -  » next I. will pay you the money I remain in you 
debt zu but I m beg you will not mention hat I am 
h anni any body. ©: D: will call myſelf at your 
- houſe and pay you. If I promiſe you ſoaner <8 

ma not be able to ketp my word, but then 1 

aſſure you. will not Fuillʒ hut I beg you won't-men- - 
nion lupmg fürn . vi? "Friday afternbon. 
.S. d agaiu aſſure you that I will not fai on 
Banne 1hat-: you 
, -»iSave lakes: 01. nepad eee Hh iii eb 
{iz an 12167 „Directed 70 Mr. Sadgrove; Nair“ 
1 cis 51 Diefſerp No. 10, Alerts, 

| 8 *. 292 a 
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„The reaſon of the Major's deſiring ag is 
too apparent to need explanation. But to do him 

all poſſible juſtice, we muſt add, that he declined 
utting to any expence about the letter, as Major 
Harold paid the porter, and indorſed it ſo, . 


Having done him that piece of juſtice, truth 


* 
þ 
4 C 


obliges us to own, that a German ſeryant,who was 


with him there, [Peter Frankin] he diſpatched to 
Oſtend under pretence of preparing lodgings for 
him there, and who is now at Duſſeldorf; having 
- - firſt in caſh borrowed, and wages, ſtood indebted 
to the poor fellow near upon twenty pounds. 
Nor was he leſs active, during his ſtay atKnightſ- 
bridge, among hackney coachmen, than he had 
been with Mr. Lovett. Under pretence of want- 
ing change, he borrowed of ſeveral the paltry ſums 
of ten, of twelve, and fifteen ſhillings, which he 


never returned. If, therefore, we compare them _ 


and the former circumſtance together, we are afraid 
that we muſt conclude, that Major Harrold paid 
Mr. Sadgrove out of a principle of fear, and that 
he ſtands. ſtill indebted to #6 Frankin, from 
the \ of never having meant to pay him 
at all. | 


We muſt confeſs, however, that Mr. Sadgrove's ; 


luck was rather fingular. Mr. Dalby, of New- 
Bond- Street, was not quite ſo fortunate. © By the 
means of a fine carriage, and a fine inſinuating 
tongue, he not only got trifles to the amount 
of ſix or ſeven F but likewiſe obtained 
„„ „ TO ode ar as, i a 
| He did indeed, when he purchaſed the goods 
of Mr. Dalby, offer two guineas in part, which 
he ſaid was all the caſh he. had abour him; but 
then to take two guineas in part of ſix from a gen- 
„ / 


30 


tleman of Major Semple's appearance, "Mr, Dal 
was 2 — have been conſidered as ungen- 


DP wh perhaps conſtrued into an affront: He 
re poll 


rely gave him credit for the whole, 
Fre without es, of lent the Major ten pounds 
more to | 
To Mr. Gladwell, wine - merchant, No. 52, 
Piccadilly, he introduced himſelf -as Major Sem- 
ple, and faid, he came recommended by the Earl 
of Kerry.—The purport of the vifit to Mr. Glad- 
well was to purchaſe Rene wines, particularly Tent, 
of which he underfiood that Mr. Gladwell had ſome 


that was very curious, as a preſent for Lady Con- 


try, who was moſt exceedingly fond of Tent wine, — 
A quantity to a conſiderable amount was agreed 
on, and a carter ſent in the afternoon to fetch 
it away; who, on Mr. GladwelFs enquiring, told 
him, that he had lived with the Major fifteen 
years, and he was a very worthy honeſt Gentle- 
 man.—The wines were packed up and ſent, an 
the Major came in a day or two to. give a ſecond 
order; but Mr. Gladwell having, from ſome little 
_ enquiry, learnt what was ſufficiently ſatisfactory to 
my him, declined executing it. _ 

In the name of Major Campbell he alſo paid a 
viſit to Mr. Johnſon, wine-merchant, of Bruton: - 


Place, and had the pleaſure of drinking that Gen- 


tleman's health in fome very fine-flavoured Claret 
and Madeira. 
But though his operations were daily y directed 


Ts againſt tradeſmen, yet .t the nobility like wiſe were : 


eſtered with his impertinent affiduities. | 
He frequently wrote letters to Lord Saliſbury, 
and Sir Thomas Dundas, in Arlington-ftreet, in 
the 150 of Wer umher, till K re were 
| Siren 


/ LY 
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given, by bis Lordſhip and Sir Thomas, neither to 
to admit or. receive a letter from him. Defeated | 


thug he applied to the porter of the latter for the 
loan of half-a- guinea, to pay for the carriage! of 
ſome goods which were in Piccadilly, brought to 


town by a ſtage-waggon, and which he could not 


ſend home directly, as he had left his purſe on the 


table. mattre; tel valet—the party- coloured 
tribe ape their maſters, and the porter in this caſe 


profited by following the Baronet's example. 
But though thus defeated at Lord Saliſbury's 


and Sir Thomas Dundas s, his frequent, viſits there 


were the occaſion of making him ſome trifling 
amends in the ſame ſtreet. Greenwood and Hud - 


ſon, ſeedſmen, at the corner of it, from ſeeing his 

frequent viſits at both houſes, made no ſcruple of 

| giving him credit, in the name of Major George, 
Q 


r ſeyeral pounds worth of flower ſeeds, & c. From 


which we may draw this obſervation, that James 
George Semple was like a rabbit in a warren, no 
ſooner out of one hole than he was in at another. 
Nor were his dexterities leſs practiſed upon the 


ublican than the Peer. Mr. Hendetſon, of the 


Roſe and Crown public-houſe, in e | 
had lived fervant with a Captain Cunningham, of 


the Royals; which, by ſome means or other, Mr. 


Semple was acquainted -with,—He came there-, 
fore one day in a coach to Mr. Henderſon, ſaying 


he was ſent by Captain Cunningham to barrow a 


a, and called himſelf Captain Maxwell. 
r 


Th . was lent, and alſo two ſhillings to 
Pay: 


the coach. Had he upon that occalion 


aſked for ten, he might as eafily have obtained it. 


Another guines he obtained of Mr. Carter, 
er, df 3 -Areer, GrolVencr punt 5 
png a 


riding-mz 


1 4 
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| b pretending that offictrs had: been after him to. 
arreſt him, and he wanted to eſeape in a coach. 
The ſame ſpecimen of his abilities, Mr. 7 
cake coachmaker, of Theobild's-Road;” expe- 
rienced, and under the fame pretence, but in the 
name of Major Stewart. 
Having taken a lodging at Mr. Lock's, No. 17, 
Upper Mary-le-Bone-ſtreet, - -where he did not go 
by any name but that of the Major, Mr. Lock 
in a ſhort time diſcovered who his lodger was, and 
acceſted him with a Ho do you do, wry 0 99 3 
The Major moved off rather precipitately, lea- 
ving a trunk with a few contents *pehind him, 
which Juſt indemnified Mr. Lock. But, as Major 
Semple had, ſoon after that march, the honour of 

making a Figure in a public news- paper, we ſhould 
neither do our Readers nor the Major juſtice, 
to let flip ſo favourable an opportunity of laying 
before them the following ſmall notice which 
chance has tuckily thrown ſito our hands. 


e Ir J. G. Semple, who left his 5 at 
. Daniel Lock's, No. 17, Upper Marybone- 
46 ſtreet, near Portland-Chapel, ak not fetch the 
e trunk away which he-leſt there, in 14 days from 

this date, the fame will be appraiſed and ſold. 


_« Witneſs my hand, eee LOCK.” 
« May 29, 1786. Gan EF SR 
It was impoſſible for us not to avail al ves - 
of ſo authentic a document,” however trifling; 
but the more material inſtances of his abilities, 
Which, like! the ſplendour of an Eaſtern Bulſe; 
- annibilared the faint radiance of a Briſtol) ſtone, 


d cctally Kelle all e nd 
She —_ l 2 0 193 211531 
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To Mr. Wetton, of Bruton- ſtreet, confectioner, 


he gave a large order for confectionary, which 


was not executed; but though Mr: Semple failed 


in that, he was accommodated with half- a- dozen 


: * 
4 


, * 


pots of ſweetmeats gratis. 


The Reader, no doubt, has already ſeen that 


no ſituation in life was too high or too low fot 


Mr. Semple to practiſe upon. From Baron 
Hompeſch to hackney- coachmen, mankind were 


alike to him; nay, a poor fellow) of the name of 


Lucas, a porter at the Temple- gate, he conde- 
ſcended to borrow ſix ſhillings: of to pay a hack- 
ney-coachman, under the pretence of having no- 


thing but Bank notes and bills about him. 


Nor was Mr. McKenzie, of the Rhedarium, 
Park- lane, more guarded againſt his enterpriſes. 

Of him he obtained a carriage, and the hire f 
ſeveral, by the name of Major Winter. Fortune, 


however, ſtood | M*Kenzie's friend. The Major 


having offered it for ſale to Mr. Careleſs, maſter 


of the White-Hart, at Watford, who happened to 
know the carriage and owner, he ſent to Mr. 


McKenzie, who came down to Watford, and iflued 


" out a capias againſt the Major, commonly known 


by the name of the Brewer's Law Writ: The 


| Brewer's Law Writ is this; when publicans don't 
| Pay, or are ſuſpected of decamping, or for any 
other reaſonable cauſe, the Brewer ſends his men, 


horſes, and drays, very legally breaks open the 


cellar-door, and very coolly draws away every 
beer butt therein. Mr. M Kenzie, therefore, 
wiſely took the ſame method; he ſent his men 
and horſes, and brought the carriage back to the 


Rhedarium. | 
N 4 - . 13 7 
Rhedarium. A 0 AN 

: bf * 4 8 4 1 : 1 
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85 acrity;. une bunſelf” into the 


_ (Gantieman's campany, Mr. Grecaſiil gave him 
er. worch af ſilyen gad in 

the name of Major Cunningham. Lathily:' he 

—__— no more. Had he defired it, Mr. . 


o : ts 


ew) 
But althougb Mr. M&Kengie was ſo far ſottu- 


N nete, vet he and, Mtr. Careleſs were joint ſuſ- 
fevers by texting. horſes and en out far the 


Mazor s ue. 
Mr. Lycett, of Whitech 


„ 


was, however; not quite ſo bp as Mr. M Men- 


— James George Semple; in the name of 


 J- Gi Harald, of the Hague, obtained of hum 
carriage to uſe for. a fortnightʒ for which the 


KAifajon: was to pay Mr. Lycect 58. per day. The 
Moor tft, 3. 2 of. horſes, which brought it 


axay'; and he forgot ever after to pay for the uſe 


of;; on to return the carriage. Nay, the Major even 
forgot his:/way to Whitechapel. How: far this 
hatle ingenuity comes under the ſtatute of felonies, 


t recpſill- Feind n the Sanol alſo 


The Major had, by his uſual _ 
n 
Gentleman, an Officer in his Majeſty . ſervice, a 


at having been ſo impoſed on, and 


: welvoh. mas the cauſt of - ſeveral: tradeſmen giving 


- aredititaJames:George Semple, is a circumſtance = 
of. ſuſñci ent mortiſi cation, vithout any additional 


Arion off outs. —+At- Mz. Gredaſtll's- they 
taſſed up for ſome buckles; and: in, a fb days 
after,; on the ſtrength of his having been ãn that 


credit for a 


> - 
* 
8 


man of honour and honeſty, ta mention mo 
name would be cruel as well as indelicate. His 


vill be feen barenfter:, as the eue beer n 
for it. 2113 £ I 


experienced the addrefs and draterity of this ſinr 


* 
' , 
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Gy woe readily have credited hm for ah er 


an hundred pounds. 
One general obſeryation wave pee ro-make, 
. Wherever Mt. Semple attempted to obtain, ot 


was ſucceſsful in . either money or goods, 
the impoſition was founded on his real or pre- 
tended knowledge of ſome reſpectable character 
| who he knew was -acquainted*with, or was 4 
cuſtorner to, the perſon he applied to, either to 
borrow caſh, or take up goods upon credit. 
This artifice was ſeconded by the deception of 
his own perſonal appearance, which, added to the 
natural plauſibility of his language, was as ſpe- 
cious and as- alluring as the Grand CE 
who, by the honey-dew of his tongue, and, 
Voltaire ſays, by the length of a he 6% ny + 
impoſed on the natural — of che 
fair. This will, once for all, account for his wet 
=_ in chat line of Swindling, at which he was 6 
7 an adept, and in, ſome meaſure apologite 
the credulity of thoſe who have been ſafferers - 
through his adroitnefs. * 


As explanatory of this, we give the 5 


D "He lately, and which the Reader will ſee; with 
an affurance equal to his arcifice,” applied himiſeilf 
to Mr. Hankey, of Upper Harkey-ftreet, Caveh- 
Fn mae although a' total ſtranger, and re 


ueſted the ſum of feventeen © re guinens; 


ich he ſaid he was much in need bf, to aſfiſt 4 
5 brother Officer; who was then in coſtody for debt. 
To take off a little of the edge of a — 
ich ſuch a ſtrange importunity might naturally 
ceafion, he added, that he was a Major in his 


, 5 8 and well knowh EY and ef 


\ 


ot mented. much the want of Mr. Han 


0332 3 


As appearances were for him, Mr. tienten ſaid, 


chat his brother would be in town that day, and 


would dine with him at five o'clock, at which 


time Mr: Semple was deſired to call, and actually 


invited to dinner. To a man of leſs nonchalance 
than James George Semple, this anſwer would 
have Wen a complete rebuff. But his motto 


was, In for @ penny, in for 4 pound.” He 
: thanked Mr. Hankey, and, boldly ed the 


invitation. 1 
At a quarter Rr five, having called in his 


l out poſts of humour, anecdote, tale, and repartee, 
and joined them with his main guard, Impudence, 


he knocked at Mr. Hankey's door.— The ſervants 


le pretended to be ſo intimate with, profeſſed 


e had not the ſmalleſt knowledge of him; when 


our Hero reminded him of this, that, and the 


other Gentleman, with whom Mr. Hankey had 


been at ſuch and ſuch places; aſſured him, that 
he, Mr. Semple, was often of the 9% and la- 


The ſervant having announced dinner, 


tion. 
they all ſat down, and the Major began to file 
off his out- poſts. As bis converſation was enter- > 


taining,” they were in no great hurry to loſe their 


4 ate” withz Mr; Hankey' 8 brother, - or be would 
not have taken ſuch a liberty. 


uſnered him up ſtairs, and he was introduced to 
the Mr. Hankeys. The brother, whom Mr. Sem- 


ey's recollec- 


t-: 


vifiror; but when the ſubject of the viſit came on 


the carpet,” as men of buſineſs they declined the 
 Fequeſt, | 


'So far 1 Mr. Semple ſet his wits to 05 


work. A ſmaller ſum, he ſaid, perhaps would 
996 to extricate hie friend; ad if Mr. Hankey 


would 


f 


G20 
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would advance him five guineas, on à ſecurity 
of five guineas per annum on the Compaſſionate 
Liſt at the Pay- Office, he was ready to give Mr. 
Hankey a draught on Mr. Thomas, at the Office, 
who paid the mone . 07 

It being a caſe of ſome ſeeming compaſſion, 
interwoven with a delicacy in refuſing a Gentle- 
man whom they had invited to dinner, Mr. 
Hankey advanced him the money, and Semple 
wrote the following letter. IA ae 5 


M. Hankly, of Frnchurtbegrett, bas bein kind. 
enough to advance me five guineas on my promiſe of © 
giving no other order to receive the ſmall penſion n 
the Compaſſionate Lift but o tim. I declare avon. 

ay Bonour that this is the only obligation I dit 

bave or ſhall give, and that when due to Bim and nd 
other perſon— I will ſend the certiſicate. 
A IP am, Sir, 
TLondbu, Ju 4, With nuch confideration, 
1786. "I . 5 
ade Your moſt obedient ſervaut, 
SS F. C. Stinple, 
Directed to M e 
a OS $I 


1 


Com) 
Now the truth is, he was not, nor ever was, 


on the Compaſſionate Liſt. In fact, Mrs. Semple 


was.—Nor could he even receive the money for 
her, unleſs ſhe was preſent; for, it being payable 
to Mrs. Semple, even her certificate, order, or 
power of attorney, would be no juſtification of 
the payment; ſhe muſt receive it in perſon; and 
as Mr. Thomas knows and performs his duty with 


2s much exactneſs as fidelity, he certainly never 
would pay Mr. Hankey on any ſuch certificate of 


Mr. Semple's. We are afraid, therefore, that 


the conſciouſneſs of having done, what Mr. 


Hankey conceived, a generous act, muſt. be his 


ſole reward. _ 


. By contraſting this conduct with the following 
little ipecimen of his abilities, the Reader muſt 
foon ſee the different degrees of light and ſhade. 


in his. compoſition. This ſame James George 
Semple, who could introduce himſelf to Baron. 
Hompeſch and Meſſrs. Hankeys, had been run- 


ning about the town all day in an hackney- coach, 
and by ſtepping into Mr. Francis Sykes's, in 
South-Audley · ſquare, under a pretended. buſineſs, 
he bilked the poor fellow of his whole fare. 

In ſhort, the noblemen's houſes he frequented 
daily under this device, made his perſon as fami- 


liar to: the great as to the little world. The title 


of Major became as alarming as the appearance 
of a wolf at Spa during the winter ſeaſon, and the 
doors became equally guarded againſt his entering 
them. The compariſon holds good, with this 


degree of difference; the wolf prouls at midnight, 


Major Semple ravaged at noon-day. 
8 By | 


. 


By this practice of his, che reader muſt obſerve 
that no character or reputation was ſafe when a 
guinea was the object of Mr. Semple. * - | 

Should any perſon be ſurpriſed at his ſacral 
we beg him to recollect an anecdote of the late 
celebrated Dr. Rock. | 

He was ſtanding one day at his door on Lud- 

ate-hill, when a real doctor of phyſic paſſed, who 
ad learning and abilities, but whoſe modeſty was 
the true cauſe of his poverty: How comes it,” 
ſays he to the quack, that you, without educa- 
« tion, without ſkill, without the leaſt knowledge 
« of the ſcience, are enabled to live in the ſtyle 
e you do?—You keep your town-houſe, your 
te carriage, and your country-houſe ; whilſt I, 
C allowed to poſſeſs ſome knowledge, have nei- 
« ther, and can hardly pick up a ſubſiſtence !— 
„ Why, look ye,” ſaid Rock, ſmiling, «© how 
*© many people do you think have paſſed fince you 
« aſked me the queſtion ?- Why,” anſwered 
the doctor, * perhaps a hundred.“ And how 
* many out of that hundred, think you, poſſeſs 
e common ſenſe ? '; Poſſibly one,” anſwe 
the doctor. „ Then,” ſaid Rock, „ that one 
comes to you; and [ take care to get the other 
«© ninety- nine!“ | 


In conformity to that g Mr. Semple 


met a repulſe in Mr. Clark, ſadler, of Great Port- 
land- ſtreet. He attempted to obtain two ſaddles 


by the name of Major Gray, an American officer; 
but Mr. Clark, being the one out of the foregoing 
hundred, declined the "trouble of EY the 


order. 
os a Robe Mr, . 
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Mr. Cecil, ſnhoe - maker, of Leadenhall · ſtreet, 
was not, however, quite ſo much on his guard as 
Mr. Clark. He came to that gentleman in the 
name of Major Harrold, and ordered two pair of 
boats and ſome ſhoes to be ſent to him, by a 
ſtage- coach, down to Park Hall, whither he was 
immediately going. The order was completed, 
and ſent. Two days after, Mr. Cecil's journey- 
man eſpied Major Harrold at the Queen's Arms, 
Newgate-ſtreet. The Major was confuſed, nay 
he even bluſned. He deſired the man to make 
his compliments to his maſter, and tell him that \ 
he would call and pay him in a day or two, and 
begged that the man would not mention his ſeeing 
bim to any body elſe; as he was in town on very 
particular and private buſineſs. | 
At Meſſieurs Dixon and Co. of Aldgate, ſhoe- 
makers, he played the ſame game as he had done 
with Mr. Cecil; but with theſe gentlemen he 
found the name of Semple inconvenient, and 
therefore aſſumed that of Major Kennedy. | 
In the name of Major Grant (pretending that 
he came from Peterſburgh on an embaſly to this 
court, and that he had buſineſs with Mr. Pitt) >= 
he had the fame ſucceſs with Mr. Stewart, per- 
fumer, Broad · ſtreet, and obtained articles of per- 
fumery to a degree that enabled him to completely 
Rock the toilette of a fine gentleman; for which 
the Major now ſtands indicted. And. to ſweeten 
bis tooth, as well as his perſon, he applied to 
Mr. Andieus, of Wimpole- ſtreet, fruiterer, and 
was no leſs ſucceſiſul in the nanie of Major 
Stewart. ; 7 LIL Aan! E £ 


Innkeepers 


n) 

Innkeepers alſo, as well as keepers. of hotels 
1 coffee-houſes, experienced his uſual diligence. 
Of Mr. Bolton of the Saracen 's- Head, Aldgate, 
he borrowed two guineas in the name of J. G. 
Harrold, Eſquire; which when he borrowed under 
the pretence of wanting caſh to diſcharge ſome 
hackney-coach hire and charges for the carriage of 
n he wrote the above name in Mr. Bolton's 
ook. On receiving the caſh, the Major took 
the pen and defaced it, ſaying it 1 e too trifling 
a ſum for his name to remain in a book about. 
It however remains clear to be ſeen; and it is 
equally clear, that, trifling as the ſum was, ie fel 5 
remains unpaid. 

Me have already Rated that be obtained a oar- 
riage of Mr. Lycett, of White-Chapel, coach- 
maker. But as a horſe to ride is of no uſe without 
a ſaddle, ſo a carriage is of no uſe without horſes 
to draw it. For this purpoſe he applied to Mr. 
Tatterſall, of Hyde-Park Corner, and purchaſed 
two horſes, for which he gave a draught on Drum- 
monds. The value of that draught the reader may 
readily gueſs, It was not worth the five guineas 
Mr. Tatterfall lent him; for Major Semple had 
not at that time any looſe caſh about him, and 
| he had alſo once more unfortunately left his purſe 

on the table. The great convenience of theſe 
horſes was to draw away Mr. Lycett's carriage; 
and for a few da vs Major Semple ved in as ſplen- | 
| dida ſtyle as if ko had been on full pay. 
Nor did Mr. Fozard; ſtable-keeper, of Park- 

Lane, eſcape the Majors obſervation. *. — 
pretence of extenſive aequaintances a and hi 


courage he abtained ſame vrodir, and W | 
à ills 
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a ſolitary; guinea, which he was reduced to, he 
faid, by loſing his purſe by an accidental fall from 
his horſe. But Mr. Fozard having taken ſome 
little pains to ſatisfy himſelf about the Major, 
they were the means of producing the following 
letter from him. 
Ia Curſed "perſecuted for the few things that 1 
owe, which all together, even including yours, don't 
make forty pounds, the money I have ſpent fince I have 
been in Town prevents me from having it in my power 
to Apply” for am more. There is yet a good ſum due 
me, which I ſhall certainly receive before the end of 
the week or thereabouts, and even this day if I durſ 
come up to, Town I was to have bad paid me 4__ 
fum which: is ent to clear me of your debt. 
came yeſterday down here where 1 mean 10 remain al 
1 . ſatisfied the demands that are againſt me, an 
acquaintance who comes to London this day will deliver 
Don this, be I bope will alſo receive the money for me, 
I expetted.- 1 beg it of you to be aſſured that I will 
Pay you,' the time is now drawing near on which I 
promiſed to pay every thing, ſure no man was ever ſo 
much talked of or teazed for ſo trifling a debt as mine 
ere, there has been more pains took to burt me, than 
ever there was any man. I can prove having ſpent 
and paid above zool. in the firſt 2 or 3 weeks of my 
arrivall in London and what I owe as I told you before 
wont make 401. the noiſe they have made has prevented 
them fram being paid for they burted my credit ſo much, 
- that I am afraid to aſk any body to affiſt me, I could 
eafily' bape borrowed more money than would have 
cleared me if they bad let me alone Mr. Dalby certainly 
was very kind to me at firſt but he talked a great deal 


«= ps 3 
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never forget and ' moſt undoubtedly «vill pay lim. 1 
think f = truſt to your not taking there example and 
you may be aſſured that I will pay n 
40 5 5 * 8 1 | 1 1 
Vo 925191 e Tour wef Obaltens ' 
Monday Morning 8 Clock Servant 
Moolwicb. J. G. Szurrz. 
PRAY. DONT MENTION WHERE IMA. 
Directed to Mr. Fozard. $60 bas 
The reader need not be reminded that this let- "io 
ter was not written at Woolwich, for the Major 
was then in the Spring- Garden coffee-houſe. 
In one of his exploits, however, there ſeems to 
have been a momentary impulſe of generous, ha- 
neſty. He had been rattling about the town, as. 
uſual, in an hackney-coach, and had, as uſual, - 
bilked the coachman, by leaving him and the 
coach in waiting in Windmill- ſtreet, near the 
Haymarket. He called at Mr. Skillern's muſic- 
ſhop, in St. Martin's Lane, the corner of St. Mar- 
tin's church - yard, and begged Mr. Skillern would 
ſend up his man to tell the coachman not to wait, 
hut to call the next day at Mr. Skillern's at two: - 
_ gfcloek, and the money ſhould be left for him. 
Mu Skillern, although a ſtranger to the Major, 
. could he recolle& him, notwithſtanding the 
latter wanted to perſuade him he had been a great 
cuſtomer) 5 1. man up, during which time 
Major Semple explained the reaſon. by ſaying,. 
He was purſued by bailiffs, and could not return 
to the coach. The coachman certainly called; 
but the above ſeeming momentary 4 8 of. 


0 5 24 11141 
N honeſty neyer again influenced ihe brealt, 
of the Major. f : « 
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A fithilit inttamee of his ingenuity he had prac - 


tifed on another coachman, who was more fortu- 


nate than his 3 brother whip. He hap> . 


pened afterwards to meet Major Semple as he was 
driving his hackney-coach up Bedford-Row, in 


company with another gentleman, who, on the 


. coachman's jumping off the box, thought 1 
to decamp. Having bruſhed up to the 

and being determined not to quit him, the lat- 
ter went to ſeveral houſes in the neighbourhood 
to borrow the ſum of 11. 135. but was ſo unfortu- 


nate as not to ſucceed,” His wits, however, be- 


ing puſficd hard, he bethought himſelf of Mrs. 
Watſon, a lady who” lives in Glouceſter-ftreer, 


Nd. 42: thither he and the ebathman went. He 
recollected that Lord Verhey had lodged there. 


To this lady he applied; under the ſanction of be- 
ing his Lordſhip's friend, and Having viſited him 
there, for the above ſam to diſcharge the demand: 
he promiſed the coachman-at firſt to call the nent 
17 at Mis. Watſon's to leave the money; but 
ptomiſe not being deemed ſatisfactory, and 
offering to go, the coachman teſolucely - (how 
legally is another thing) locked Mrs. Watſbn's 
door upon, and fwore the Major ſhould not march 
without he was paid. Mrs. Watſon, ſeeing the 
gentleman thus diſtreſfed, protniſed to pay it the 
next day if the Major did not. The conchtnan 


was ſatisfied, and departed; as did the Major, 


with "65 Ns and. every apology he could 
n and proiniſes coſt him no- 
He . r chf ed, 4d Mrs. Watſon was 


ener by the coachiman' to the court of re- 


_—_ and, rather than appear at ſuch . 
table 


15 5 
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table and critical: appendage to law and julfice 
ſhe paid the debt. 

- Hitherto we have treated our readers with a few 


of his ingenibus devices in the metropolis. His 
abilities, however, were not ſo circumſcribed as 


to be confined to one ſcene of action. The coun- 


try experienced his exploits in a manner no leſs 
diffuſive than in town. The two following we 
ſelect. 

Having been objiget to a receſs from a very 
laborious ſeaſon of public buſineſs, he took an 
excurſion Northward, At Leiceſter he put up at 
the ſign of the Three Crowns, kept by Mr. Biſhop, 
Under the ſtale pretence of having left his pocket 
book in town, he was, he ſaid, unfortunately 
without caſh' to purſue his journey to Derby 
Mr. Biſhop, taking Mr. Semple for what he 
really was not, viz. a gentleman, generouſly ac- 
commodated the unfortunate traveller with five 
guineas, in order to enable him to purſue his 
journey to Derby, for which Major Semple as 
freely gave Mr. Biſhop the following valuable 


ſecurity. 
N Leiceſter, Aug. 15th, 1785; 
4.5: 5:0 

fl. At fight pleaſe to pay to Meſſrs. cut 


and Swayne, or Order, the ſum of Five Guineas, 
er you will Place to my account. 


| Aug. G. SEMPLE 


G. & 
e ek, 


Wit. Biskhor. 


P. i * : $4.4. + 
o p - * þ 
« . 
* — a 
. j 
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Had the above acceptance been duly honoured, 
we never ſhould have had the opportunity o 
taking a copy of it. We ſhall therefore diſmiſs 
this. piece of ingenuity with obſerving, that the 
Mayor's expences at Mr. Biſhop's (for he lived in 
ſome ſtyle) aroſe to as much as the draught, both 
which were ſatisfied much in the ſame way. 
But, having travelled with the Major to Lei- 
ceſter, we beg the reader will march with vs a 
little farther; and at Matlock. in, Derbyſhire we 
will indulge ourſelves with a halt. be 
At Matlock Mr. Semple Ra it convenient to 
ſtay a few days, during which time he ingratiated 
himſelf into the company of ſeveral gentlemen; 
two of whom he knew, and on whom the Major 
exerted the utmoſt efforts of his avocations. 
Hle ſoon fcraped an acquaintance with a Mr. 
1, a gentleman who lives in town; and 
having found out, as Scrub ſays, who he was, 
where he came from, and whither he was going, 
the. Major opened. his , battery. He talked of 
his great ſervices. to government, his intimacy 
with the gentleman who is now the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, Mr. Pitt; produced a 


letter of that gentleman's to him; and, in 
ſhort, conveyed. into the mind ef Mr. T. ſo high 
an opinion of his rank and conſequence, that on 
his requeſt Mr. T. readily accommogated him 
with ten guineas : but what the pretence was by 
which he obtained. it we have forgot. | 

We have given the reader a ſhort bait at Mat- 
lock, and now beg leave to conduct him back 
to Leiceſter, where the Major declined troubling 
Mr. Biſhop. Perhaps he thought that a free — 
| | an 


TY 


ought not to be rode to death ; ; and therefore hne 
put up at Mr. Allamand's, the Three Cranes, 
where Mr. Semple appeared as great a' gentle- 


man as he had done at Mr. Biſhop's, and where 


Mr. Allamand treated him with equal civility. - 

From Leiceſter the Major came to town; and 
as during his ſtay at Matlock he had been induſ- 
trious in cultivating thoſe acquaintances which 
were moſt likely to add to his reſpe& and intereſt, 
fo on his arrival here he was equally active in 

Ment ne thoſe two material circumſtances in 
ife ; : 
Mr. R. a reſpectable bookfeller of New Bond- 
ſtreet, under the recommendation and acquaint- 
ance which Major Semple aſſumed with a gentle- 
man, (whom he had honoured with his company 
in Germany, and thereby diſoovered that he dealt 
with Mr. R.) lent him ſeveral guineas at different 
times for an equal number of ducats, which ſaid 
ducats the Major left in pledge with Mr. R. de 
quite forgot ever to redeem. 

Under a fimilar pretence he viſited Mr. Jan 
ſon, bookſeller, of the Strand, in the name of 
Major Cunningham; and left behind him, re- 

corded in black ad white, a fact that We 
equal honour on his dexterity. 

At Mr. Banfield's, woollen-draper, No. 444, 
Strand, the Major alſo gave Joe of his fingular 
abilities, by gaining credit for cloth for livers, ; 
&c. &c. And Mr. Chowles, hatter, in Duke 


ſtreet, Portland - ſtreet, behind Portland Chapel, 
on the 5th of July laſt, was kind enough to leave | 


a hat at the bar of George s Coffee-houſe, for 
the Major's uſe, directed for J. Wilſon, Efq. to 
G 2 Which 
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which was added Pay nineteen ſhillings. When 


the Myor's hand way in, he might have written 
nineteen pounds: it would haye made no en 
ence 4 Mr. Chowles. But, as 


_ ©- There is a tide, in the affairs of men; 
* c Which, taken at the flood, leads on to ForToONE * 


ns © James George Semple, Egg. panting after the 
avo 


. of ſo fickle a goddeſs, nobly. aged 
far laſt into the full tide, which ſa ly con- 


duGed him intg port; 5d ef, bis Majeſty's jail of 
Newgate, from whence that ſaid FoxTune has fo 


_ offencriangled. many 2 great man into eternity, 


with all the honours due to che important ſervices 


Viech he had 40 bravely-laviſhed on his king and 
2 country. In plain Engliſn, the Major viſited 
at * Fi eltham, hatter, in Fleet-ſtreet, in February 


1 and in the following manner, as it appeared 


| Bare the Lord Mayor, conferred the ſame favour 


on that gentleman he had ſo liberally; beſtowed on 


| many others. He called at Mr. Feltham's, in a, 
FChaxiqt, antended by two footmen; and, after 
mmforming Mr. Feltham of his having been re- 


commeęaded to him by Mr. Richardſon, who he 
underſtood was his particular friend, he then oy: 
duced a lady 8 riding- hat; as a pattern for Mr. F 

at the ſame time ordering him to make two of 
the ſame kind with all. poſſible expedition, as he 
intended to take them to Ruſſia, and at th at 
time told Mr. F. ban l a Myr. in the. | 


75 Haul MMI ©: 


, perceiving, thas the Pattern which 


the Major- had was made by him, agreeable to 
; {ot mating from Mr. eben, for Baron Hom- 


peſch, 


1. Fg 


/ 


n 


peſch, a ſhort time before, was ſatisfiad that-overy 
ching the ſuppoſed Major had uttered was-foutuled - 
in truth, The Major, after giving his directions 
to Mr. F, went away, returned the next day 
ina hackney-coach, and at going requeſted M 
man to call another coach. Mr. F., at this, 
expreſſed his ſur priſe at his changing coachetz 
obſerving to him, that, in eonſeqnence of the late 
regulation for hackney«coaches,: it nniſt become - 
very expenſive. The other ſaid, he felt it rather 
an uneaſy one, and had a glaſs in the backs 
which was diſagrecable to him. Another coach 
was then — 6 and: the; priſonet departed. : That 
the next day he called again, utged the finiſfling 
of the two ladies hats, paid Mr F. ſoma 
compliments on his ſuperior! ſtyle of cocking, and 
beſpoke. one for his on wear: he then tal Mr- 
F. thay he had a bill on a merchant:incthe-ciry for | 
a hundred -pounds,: and: that he would chen gs 
and receive it. Mr. F. aſked; to fee the bill, as in 
all probability be could direct him. ta the aa, 
which would: ſave: the trouble of, enquiting 
Where: this he however; declined; and —— 
che next day he called again, faid he had juſt 
arrived in his brothers carriage from tha country: 
hut that being drove at an immoderate: rate up to 
town, and being obliged to return to dinner 
would be under the neceſſity of hiting: a chaiſe; 
as he could not think of ; hisi brotlier's 
harſes j and requeſted? Mr. F. toi end him three 
gvineas in gold, and half a guinea in ſilver, for 
the convenience of paying the turnpikes. Mr. F. 
having light gold in his pockets, and apprehen - 
free: ol its cauſing: d 2 to the Major, 
EU. Re botrowed 


elle 


* vorrowed three [new gu 
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ineas from his next · door 
ur; which, with half a guinea in ſilver, | 


dhe gave to the priſoner. On the Major's quitting 
the ſhop, a perſon. ar the door aſked Mr. F. if he 
knew him; and, on anſwering in; the affirmative, 

. was'told. by the iranger that he was miſtaken ; 


that he was Semple, the notorious ſharper ; but 
refuſed Mr. F. che power of making u of his 
name, which prevented Mr. F. from purſuing 


him at that time. Being however. ſomewhat 
alarmed, he went to his friend Mr. Richardſon, 


who he imagined. had recommended him; that 
Mt. Richardſon denied ever having done fo, and 


- declared he would not truſt him for a guinea, as 


he/atter to take him in for 40l. He then 
referred Mr. F. to Mr. G. of the Temple, who 


confirmed Mr. R. 's account of the priſoner, and 
recounted many other fraudulent acts of which he 

had been guilty. That from that time (Feb. 22 
Mr. F. conſidered himſelf bound, by an indiſ- 


penſable obligation, to bring to public juſtice a 


man who could, without remorſe, make à pro- 


feſſion of diftreſling the unwary; and that: from 


6 that time he had taken every poflible means of 
apprehending the priſoner, which, by his ſteady 


rfeverance', had at length proved effectual. J 


That, in the courſe of his (inquiries after the 


Major, he had been able io trace out ſome of the 


moſt nefarious acts that ever diſgraced an indivi- 


dual. Having ſome time ago received intelligence 


of his haunts, he procured a warrant; and, after 


being repeatedly diſappointed in apprehending 
| him, as he was 


paſſing through Cheapſide, per- 
cs * 8 ou deſcription. of uſed | 


6 „ 
bſed by Semple, he inſtantly called to the driver 
to ſtop, but without effect: he then purſued the 


carriage, and after a long chace attempted to 6 


leap in at the window; upon which the coachman 
ſtopped, and the Major eſcaped out of the oppo- 
ſite ſide. Mr. F. purſued. The Major then toola 
ſhelter in a banker's ſhop, where he remained till 
the arrival of the officers from Bow-ſtreet, who 
conducted him in ſafety to Mr. Addington, who 
tranſmitted: him to the Lord Mayor of London 
ſor examination. TG wma 

So eminent a gentleman being committed to 
priſon, he ſoon became the topic of every com- 
pany ; and the public prints were equally as in- 
duſtrious to propagate his fame, as the world at 
large had been. We have ſelected the following, 
as It leads to a very curious reply of Mr. Semple's. 


Morning Pos r. 


Mr. Feltham, who has ſpiritedly ſtepped forward 
to curb the induſtrious hero Major Semple in his 
career, aſſigned to the Lord Mayor, as reaſons for 
a ſecond examination, that ſeveral other charges 

of the ſame nature, more forcible than his, could 
de produced, Above 120 perſons attended, who 
propoſed. to prove a multitude of ſimilar: facts 
againſt the priſoner; but the Lord Mayor decided 
againſt the neceſſity of their appearance, as the 
caſe of Mr. F. was ſufficiently ſtrong in itſelf to 

ſupport a proſecution, and enſure the penalties of 
| the law to the offender. His Lordſhip' expreſſed 
his thanks to Mr. F. for the ſpirit he ſhewed in 
following up the delinquent. The groupe we 
faffered by the artifices of this genius, recited - 
| | | many 


1 


Jeb 4 chnſt 
He travelled to Ruſſia, whence the effects of his 


483. 


1 120 e | 


5 ed wa exploics! which peculiarly dif- 


his ingenuity. Among ſeveral; he 


| contrived: to ſwindle to a town in Derbyſhire, by 


ma im one ſide of the road on his departure; 
and the other on his return ; in which he ſuc- 
ceudedt ble at another time aſſumed the cha- 
racter: of an ambaſſador to the court of 1 


duch nearly: ruined an unfortunate taylor, who 


propared:fori him 4: wardrobe to near the value of 
et part of which was delivered 


genius furdechhim to make a precipitate retreat 


tecwechenz tom hw copical! of\which his quarters 
ver alſo beat up. 


In Flanders he ſucceeded 
public; and 3 did 


upon the — — the: 


nosieſosps the effttwof bis induftry. 


Hle is: maurieit into aa family — 5 are far. = | 
deferving the conſequences of ſuch a connection. 


He has a wife whoſe" charatter"is irreproachable, 


by whom he had two children: he abandoned 
her; and too up with OW #Y Mg rho nba 
e e $47 4,551 


12 * » 4 , 
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haracter to make the attempt; yet I would 


btn de the public, through the channel 
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and: that nothing can authorize the aſſertions which 
have appeared in the public prints, but the unhappy 
fituation into which my follies (to give them no ſe= 
verer a name) have;thrown me. Mr. F-—, as 
yet the only perſon; bound over to profecute, has 

not heſitated to do his utmoſt to hurt me. He o- 

caſioned my appearing a ſecond time at Guildhall, 

under the pretence of having twenty-three people 
to appear againſt me; but on calling over their 
names, two only were to be found. The whole of Mr. 
Fs conduct towards me has been marked; dur- 
ing the examination of Mr. D. ſhoemaker, (who 
could not make any ftory out) he went ſo far as 
to call to him in the preſence of the whole court, 
« Don't you remember what you ſaid to me this 


* morning?” I remarked;that circumſtance imme- 


diately to the Lord ey a; I On it had a a 

proper effect. 920 
The papers have been filled with many alk. 
ferent charges againſt me: the impoſſibility of an- 
ſwering them muſt be viſible to every body; I re- 
ſerve them for another occaſion. Sometime ago a 
ſtory, without any ground whatever, was fabricated, 
about my perſonating a certain noble Marquis, and 
ſwindling two maiden ſiſters out of their whole for- 
tune, 1 g00l. This tory, groundleſs as it was, and 
contradited with authority, has again been re- 
* It is alſo aſſerted, that I have nearly 
| ©: ruined 
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d . 
A by a 
baſſador to the curt of Ruſſia, and obtaining from 
kim cloaths to the amount of 400l. May I beg to 
know the name of this taylor? and if the perſon 
who. gave the intelligence is not, from motives of 
fear or ſhame, 'obſſged to conceal his, I ſhould be 
glad to be indulged with it. It is alſo faid, that I 
vas obliged to maks a precipitate retreat from the 
capitaFof Sweden: in anſwer to this, I can only 
ny, that I have been in almoſt every capital in 
Europe; the capital of Sweden I never was in dur- 
——ů hath Biqbothes; wy 
. the only one. 


I cannot ſuppoſe any other 1 for filling _ 


de papers with (theſe groundleſs c 

gro charges againſt 
me, but the malicious intention of injuring me in 
eee of thoſe who hays hren, 


8 prejudicing the 
Je and jury againſt. me. I am forry.to confeſs, 


men Mr. N cenainly+ with truth cannot. 1 
3 will do my endeavouts ta ſettle as ſoon as 


2 ought-not to Fniſh-this without taking rti-. 
R | 
_  received-from the Lord Mayor: the kind attentions 
of Mr. Miller, the city marſhal, merit my warm» + 
eee . 

r . dae 


erm 
—_— e nd ie 


Sans received! every indulgence that the ber of 


On» can wh PART Hey Ie * 5 

a FO 20a Sin, E w_ 98755 | 

YR. Der Tour mott obelient; 1 
f 9 FE 1 humble ſervant, 


Vu. 18, 1786. J. G. SEM PLE.“ 


To commantayes W e be making 2 parade 
of logical abilities, and a waſte. of pen, ink, and 
paper. It was our duty to give · it becauſe the 4 
 alteram-partem. ought neyer to be departed from. 
One obſervation only we beg leave to make: the 


"Major acknowledges nf been in almoſt every 


court in Europe but that of Sweden, and that court 
he denies ever having been in. Mark the poſition, 
and then what, from his own affertion, is the na- 
- tural.conclufion? Why, that the. precipitate” retreat 
was not from Sweden, but from ſome other court 
in Europe; moſt of which he allows he has been at. 
When great men commit blunders, they are ſure to 
be monſtrous ones. Had Major, or James George 
Semple, Eſq. or Mr. Semple, made no anſwer, it 
Vould have afforded no room to litigate his literary. 
abilities. Had Peterſburg been ſubſtituted | for 

| Copenhagen, the Major muft have been mute. ; 
But being now in ſalva cufodia, and the Major 
left to his private meditations, we muſt beg the 
| 8 to drop him till the period of his appearance 
a the bar of the Old Bailey, which was on Tyeſ- 
. ep 


1 
day the 24th of July laſts here he made his entre, 
with the Turnkey of Newgate on one ſide; and 
certain knight of the poſt, yulgarly. called Jack 
Ketch, on the cchet, to-anſwer'a charge made by 
Mr. Lycett; vide page 27 
The Major bowed to the court—he' bowel to 


| the jury —be bowed to the audience three bows. 


—His honourable attendants, by the power of fen- 


= fitive ſympathy, bowed lle bey felt the force 
of attraction in—the neck.” "Whilſt they bow ed, a 


fide-glance of commiſeration Jatted on the Major, 
"who bluthed full as much as A modern made peer 


5 . introduced by tw 0 * kis friends, at- the 


"bar © fa x All | greater eb with all his divſhing 
*honours. about him. CV 


- oth he He marched majeſtica J. OY was. 
1 called on to— hold ug his hand] Degrading humi- 
ation! Nothing moves one "fo much as a great 


man in diſtreſs! He was infulted with all the inſo- 


lence of official i interrogation, and aſked, « How % 


5 * ſay you, James GxorGE HARROLD, otherwiſe 
"© SEMPLE, otherwiſe Kinxtvy z are you GUILTY 
* of this FELONY of which you fland indicked, or not 
% Gut ry?“ Any anſwer to ſuch a queſtion, put to 
- fucha gentleman, would ha ve been a derogation of 
character: nay, ſo truly pitiable was his fituation, 
that it moved the court; for, as Ariſtophanes 
ſays, in his Devil upon Two Sticks Up abr 
little Belzy in the form of an able practitioner,” 
and — . 


ä Ho 
- p n * 


e 
He humbly conteived' that his client 4 d not 


or the queſtion; and by-a delicate turn re- 

lieved the Major from the moſt Poignant diſtreſs. 
This delicate turn was,” A'Fiaw' in the Inditment. 
This he prefaced with an obſervation; That it 


was his own wiſh, it was the wiſn of his 'elient," to 


meet the indictment upon the merits; and not to 


avail themſelves of any legal inaccuracies. But 


from the complexion of this proſecution, or rather 
perſecution, he thought it his duty to lay hold of | 
every opportunity which could operate p to 'Mr. : 
Semple's advantage, (his' counfel”in this introduce 
tory addreſs dropt the title of Major) and therefbre 


he took an exception to the indictment. This ob- 


jedtion, he ſaid; was founded upon ſtat. 1. Hen. th, 


e. 5, which enaQts, that in all Tdictments, the party 


indicted ſhould be deſetibed in the Indictment, 


with proper additions; and he cited - Hales P. : 


Crown, R. ii. ch. 25, ſec. 0. 


He alſo argied, that this being an mälarent 


Yor felony, it is a fatal fault to apply the addition 


to the name which comes under the alias diftus. 
only, and not to the firſt name, though it is not 


materiaP whether any addition be put to the name 
which comes under the alias dictus or not, becauſe 


f 


k 7 © 


What is fo expreſſed is not material; but it is fo 
great an error to omit an addition to his firſt name, 
that where ſeveral are indicted, ſuch an omiſſion, 
in 1 to one of * vitiates the Indiftment 
48 


) 
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 modera practice was,uniformly contraxy to the caſes 
chted. but allowed the legality of the objection. 


„ 
8 ö nde. Tr 
Wiz.,583eDyer 88. OT 1 0 
He . n 1 
" 1834 206. cited ſeveral other authorities 


His counſel contended, that allowing the practice 
a. be fo, the Court ; ought. to oer cue cen 
dens denn to be contratry to lx. 
Ir. Recorder admitted the practice to be inn 
' the gbjeRioo, but thought the proper mode of ob- 


1 en . 
W | | 


was 3 wrong, ado the proper mode of king - 
og of it was by plea in abatement, _ 


there ;was no addition, or the. . objeQian appeared 


upon the face of the Indictment, and in the pre- 
ſent caſe, the addition being to the alias dictus 


only, therefore no addition, the proper” mode of 
objecking was by exception. | 


He further contended, that if Aa rd of fub- 
ſtance be omitted in the IndiQment, the whole 
lndictment 1s. bad; 3. but. it is otherwiſe where a 


g word of form is omitted, or there is an omiſſion of 


n anonymous word when the ſenſe is the: fue, 
THI 5 5 
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The King v. Wheelhouſe, Pophair A Ol 
Indictment for. frequenting a bawdy-houſe, and Ser- 
jeant Crawley moved to quaſh it as lnſuſficient; and 
among many other objections ſaid; the Indictment = 
ated that the defendant was nut vaguf, and lt did 
not ſay that he was a ſuſpicious night walker. Bur 
Dodridge and Whitlock]. over- ruled this objecæ 
tion, and the defendant received judgment. Hi- 
lary, bnd. Bar- r N mn 
in Willow's'caſe; Latchi 1) 3 
| Dide all chſs confieratons hs cet u. 
court to quaſh the indictment; | 
The Recorder thought the objekte *s welt 
founded, andordered that the indiAmens ſhould be ; 
quaſhed accordingly. '* 
In plain Engliſh, oy to make this recital intel 
ligible to men of common ſenſe, as well as to law- 
yers, let it be underſtood, that the priſoner, (we 
beg the Major's pardon) was indicted thus: 
The jurors for our Lord the King, on their 
oath preſent, That aus Groncr HAnAOro, 
otherwiſe Se ur ER, otherwiſe Kenxevy, Uc. Ge. 
& c. whereas in truth and in fact it coght lars : 
run thus | | 
8 The rer, for dur Lord thi Kang, ov thei un . 
out, That Jans GeorGe Sruer k, otherwiſe Hax- 
ROLD, ot berwiſe Kzn8zpy, &c. &c. &c. becauſe his 


'r «Ps 


real name being SzmPLz, that name ought to have | 
talen the lead, and the Alias's, like ſo many other 


| bones that „be Rated cor ths King's ple, bben 
| "aps for the ſweepſtakes only.: | + 


ci 


But: his oounſel having been ſuccefful in this 


N motion; made another, which unfortunately failed. 


Tbe indictment having, by order of court, been 
quaſhed, he moved that Mr. Semple be p1scuanc- 


D. The Recorder, however, demurred to this 
motion, -by ſaying, That on diſcuſſing the form 
of an indictment, the court never go into the ne- 
rs; that as a grand jury had thought proper to ſay 
the ptiſoner had been guilty of felony, it would be a 
eee eee kin, 88 at 


large till that queſtion was tried. "8h 
He therefore ordered Major Gals to be taken 


thence to the place from whence he came, and to 
he detained in his Majeſty jail of Newgate till the 
5 next ſeſfions, when the | proſecutor might have an 
opportunity of preferring a freſh bill, and then alter 


the form of the indictment. 

It was hinted beſides, that there were weren 
Foes indiftments againſt him for frauds, which . 
were of themſelves ſtrong enough to detain him. 

The acuaſel then obſeryed that he ſhould: adviſe 


| his client to plead and take his trial; but after- 
ſome conſideration, that intention was dropped, and 


che Major taken from the bar, boving three times 


| 28 he retired. 


We ought bere to W that we cannot fo" 


| un mean any th moſt diſtant reflection on the gen- 


2 | dtileman 


| tleman who e 8 Ma. 
Agar, by adopting the term. Little Bh K 


| We know his libetality of ſentiment, and that „% 


Indeed, to do bim juſtice, he Aiſtinguiſhed himſelf 
much to chis credits; and with a modeſty that diſ- 
covered as much the oharacteriſtics of a gentleman. 
as with a learning that diſplayed [his abilities as a 
lawyer, We know his manners in private life to be 
_ amiable; and we have no doubt, by application, he 
will very, ſoon be. an, equal. e to his profel- 
4 has 62/4 Der eee Rn ada het 
\, - Diſappointed, therefore, in concluding the life 
| of Major Semple: with his trial n the teceſs 
has affarded.- us an opportunity of making the 
delay agreeable, e , eee 15 
mean time with a few more. anecdotes, .. it 
From the circumſtance of Baron Hompeſet 8 
ing! introduced him to Mr. Chancellor Pitt. Mr. 5 
Semple ruck out a line of ingenuity, Which ſeldom 
ot never failed of ſucceſs, He took the freedom, 
as one gentleman might readily do with another, of 
_ writing to Mr. Pitt; and in one of theſe letters 
hinted a ſcheme which, he ſaid, would: be ſer - 
viceable to the kingdom, defiring to know when 
* Pitt would do him the honour of an audience, | 
Having obtained anſwers, which was: all that 
Mr. Semple thought neceffary for the 
0 ty. he Ts Hay: natural 2dvaritage of it, 
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would hurt us, nota, little, ſhould be ſo concelveic. e : 
will readily pardqn,.a little of the Old Bailey wit. „ 
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which leſs” end "Might be axeuſtd:for. 
He boaſted df his intimacy with 
Mr. Pitt, rendiky ſhewed his letters, and alſo let- 


ders from Dr. Pretty inn, uh made himſülf of 
chat cn quence which he knew the weaker part 
ein acdd readily bowed dwn to. o beobi: 


The ſtyſt inſtance we have on recbrd of his 
making uſe ef his correſpondente, is ors the Tyth 
of December, in the yeat +585, at Doncaſter in 
Torkſhire . We have not earnit the particulars 
how: he got there, whether ir was in a joue to 
Scotland or from ix j nbr bow: he introduced Him- 
ſelf to the gentleman who gave credit to that or- 
veſpondence: but the fact is; he did introduce 
Aimfelf;/ and the introduction anſwered: kis then 
purpoſo . The ingenious! tale too, Which he fa- 
Bicsted to oomplere his purpoſe] we are kb 
ſtrangers to; büt the following letter, Which" 


very fortunste accident put into our Poffeſlon, 


exhibits ſo very pleafing and humorous a picture, 
and is alſo accompanied wien ſuch a ſarcaſtic turn, 
that we infert it litera feriftis, as the beſt expla- 


Nn en eu 


„ why 3 = r 


— 61 Te 1 ms i 


4 * 3 - 7 Rr n * 
1023 Port br tn fn rec: 
; 


e in April laſt to lie a 


__—_ the: Honor of paying my to. you. of to. 


have attempted it at W B Blands Efq' Nd . 
e e Wet, 
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4 FI ) 1595 
dreh to eee eee, of 1 
ones . 15 i 4 Ot 
Various; Acco, then gircylating——mads,mp; defer. adding 
trouble to my ſa readily being duped. cad the 199 155 
1785 For 21 Guiness, A e Lew on K 
Nu confeſs there. dane phe cs with reaſon com | 
Plain, f you, And do add. & I declare 2 
10 ſettle as ſoon as poſſible all the demands againſt me.” Wou'd 
it was. known to this Houſe Eau Cooke & Co: whey to 
| expe it, Con you remember all that paſs'd—And where 
| the James Semple poiſaned himſelf! uh. I mention'd to 
had Swindled me in 1777—Its a lang time ſince | 
RR me if I trouble vou with ſome more particulars . 
this Laſt matter James Semple (ſo like your writing I've 
no doubt the very ſame perſon as wrote G Semple) 
« York 24 O& 1777 pay Mr The Swan 5 G addreſid 
to Mr. Veach Mer Broad Street Golden Square London” 755 
When, this made its way to Town the Acc was Mr ä 
Swann was Swindled- Don't you think ſuch Villains de- 
 ferye, Hanging Mr Semple ? May all ſuch only meet their | 
deſerts—And ſome Folks might not have had the trouble t 
live ſo lopg—as ever to experience any diſagreeable tris 
- to pay debts—ſo long dithonorably conttacted— Judge 
| you by the enelo d And at leaſt if not for both' or a | 
three Se i mples ! not forgetting your very ſerious promiſe 
Words in dec? Laſt do ſomething worthy yourſelf and my 
_ advertiſing you in the Morning Chronicle, or any. paper 
, you chuſer--m That you have diſcharged the 3& / Guiness 
i at, our Bankers Melly R &. H Going, you-may. ve -· 
98 — you took theix names down in december Laſt— | 
ou may depend upon my doing eve A act 7 . 
wards you in return Byt as I great y fear th e plealing S 
fide=for myſel Will not do that to myſelf—I truly wiſh 
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join in the proſecuting the once ſo Intimate. Friend of our 

Garar Mr Pit & his feeretary Mr Smith But ch 

Tfhall have a pleaſure in doing —If your Friends want 
help who have got you into ſuch obligations as you expreſs 


tothe Lord Mayer ind City Marſhall. 


RE LS PE ts ALAS \ ba name already you have berei > 


b F cc Were 242 | 


en feregaing detter; that > Mr. 


| Semple had paid his reſpects to the gentleman nine 


Fears ago; and, by the preſent Mr. Semple's ac- = 


| out; Rad poiſoned himſelf. What the gentleman's 


3 may be eafily gueſſed 7 
bis in re ile + Eh, 
rue hanging, Mr. Semple ? - Fy | 
lt muſt be alſo obſerved, b 
deman gave himſelf the trouble of addreſſing Mr. 
S on the ſubject, which is eaſily ſeen was 
nee his unlucky confinement, ſuch addreſs was 


bot the refult of any the moſt difane idea of be- 


ing refunded the foregoing ſum, but from the pleaſe 

ing fatisfaRion of reminding Mr. Semple that the ä 
matter was not totally forgot, and that he was not | 
"yn Frans. choc ceboge. | 
Indeed, the gentleman's good wiſhes, towards 

— 2 no means ſo favourable as his 
calamitous ciroumſtances may require, as he pro. 
miſes him, if his friends want 15 he ns W 
kale in aſfiſting tbem. wy 

© We have hitherto traced Mr. e bildes 


e 8 but 


2 ; that [| 
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dat qualification was' infinitely iter gf 4 
merit in preyiag upon the peace of mind and 
happineſs of two gentlemen, . 5 bad the honour 
of his acquaintance. 9 26k 
"It has been noticed allen chat he made bis 
application to Baron Hompeſch on the ground or 
having fought two duels himſelf, and killed both 
his men; but he was more ente in the fob | 
lowing event. 1 
When he was at Spa, there 8 to. be: 2 
_ quarrel between two real gentlemen, with whom 
Mr. Semple aſſociated, and he was the go-between 
in the diſpute. To each party, though he under- 
took the office of a mediator, he aggravated the |, 


2 expreſſions - of the one, and thereby inflamed the. 


mind of the other. This diverſion of Mr. Sem- 
ple's produced a duel ; and the conſequence. was, 
that one of his friends was wounded.: but when a 
reconciliation and explanation enſued, Mr. Sem- 
ple thought proper, in order to avoid manual chaſ- 
tiſement, to abdicate the place. 
Mr. Semple was alſo once at Mancheſter, wo” had 
introduced himſelf to ſeveral gentlemen. as da con- | 
fidential and boſom friend of Mr. Put, Dr. 


man, Mr. Roſe, Mr. Lepine, and others who have - 


the management of the. various departments of his 
Miajeſty s. treaſury. By producing of ſome; let- 
ters, Which he had artfully extorted from ſome of | 
thoſe gentlemen, he had made bimſelf 4 man of 
0 ſmall * in n country. But his 


885 * 


6), by 
lay nnn nes 


the commiſſſog of the 
3 angry, 1 2 goatleman of int 

5 fortune, hk what is till far e 
£ A mott n e was founded 


claim. 


M.. Simple Gate on Mr. Bailey; asd töld him 
eee de charaQet | 
| dr Rberal feelings towards gentlemen: who may 
+. have occafion for temporary fupplies, and are by 
5  actident” * of the means of proſecuting 
their zourmles, he ; although a perfect firanger, took 
_ the "liberty of waiting on *Mr. Np! wo 2 981 | 
his alfiftanco. 44 Pe] Ly yy 22 « 
| be pretence he made uſe bf to Mr. Bailey for- 

this temporary fopply” was, his having left his 
pocker book behind him, which he kad not dif- 
i covered till he had reached Mancheſter; ; that he 
I sieg inte Scotland, not only on a viſit to his 
Fend, the family of Lille; but alſo to matry a 
pong hady of exceeding large fortune ; and "OY 
TR caſh was expended, "by which accident he was 
Meck" faft-at Mancheſter and having no friend - 
there whom he knew, made this * apology for - 3 
th&Syplication ro Mr. Bailey. 
Hi perſon, /addrefs, and conſequetitiat letters, | 
gave him a credir in the eye of Mr. Bailey, who 
readily” lent him 2 fl. for Which he returned that 
—— the full and ſufficient mn of his 
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We hardly heed * that eee. 
0 but wheti Mi. Setuple kad the hofibbr e Yei 
conducted to the domieit*of our fovereigh | 
che king; And to cut 1e lea 6560S 3 
in our public prints, Mr. Bailey by: tat” mis 
diſcoveting the Major s abode; derfed "the Ae 
ovet to Sir Sampſon Wright; Er ide phie effet 
Bow-ftreet,/who' has been. © Uhldhd as ue ddge 4 
detainer' againſt Mr: Sem pe Waforth 
ou his} al M.T you's. 
_ © Now; though the fu of they, thts 
borrowed'of Mr. Bailey, was obHlit net 
rhat on aflureitly comes uticder ds 0 Bf Ses 
2, and is esarhy and vnequivotally a ftaüd, if b 
ptetence; made uſe of by Mr. Semple "could I 
proved falſe; yet the d psd being Wr 
by law on Mr: Bailey; it weld be nent fed - 
; poſſible for him to prove tut ths Major had ue 

leſt his pocketbook: behind him, thut he Rai not 
aApended lb dis eath, and that he was net Being oh 
eee eren 85 stud een by 
0 # lady of Hartge forte 


Me. Bailey; theteſoro, pln Whore | 


Major to the'trouble of ptoviny the uu {two 
words, by the bye; on which are ſoünded every 
legal purſint and every” ſpeties f att and e- 
dcanery in the. proſecution o it) be took: 5 
remedy ke had 10 tty to tebover his property; and 
5 A — a TREO ery re. 


the uchun ben it was out of bis power to pic the 


EY ET * W in nn bu * e 
7 * * a — * OTE 
| _ 


: © , 
See tb i n power | 
>; have / proceeded. otherwiſe, be would gladly 
have relinquiſhed the. proſecution in the ſhape of 2 

E = and dons juſtice to; bis country; by opting a 
3 5 POE for a nud. AM 2044 6 5 1 
8 e ate in poſſaſßon alſo of avvther, bit a fill 
me ingenious, adventure of his, id an excurßon 
mm the gorth to! to] un. . He cams. 0. an inn on 
8 ibe rand i in a iſe; and it; being, about two 
| o'clock, P. M. be ſaid it was too ſoon, for dinner, 
x ; be lig che, was: roaſtingaa fowl, be 
| Qu men by viewing the church, & c. 
1 - Lbs fow! was accordingly. ſpitted;;; but, it hap- 
Pening chat the hey O drove Mr. Semple to the 
aboxe; inn, bad a ſwwetheart in the ſame place, he 
Jeſt bis horſes to the care of the hoſtler, Wbilſt be 
Went t pay bis xeſpects to his Dulcines, - d 
| | farther ead of the wn. id 1 5 Gina 
5 nn the driver -Was ſtanding at the door calking | 
| with the lady, he faw g poſt-chaiſe; cqming along; / 
3 = L having, the. curioſity to ſee , who, Mass therein, 
| was very much ſurpriſed. to find. the gentleman he 
had juſt fat down at one inn, in a poſt-chaiſe be- 
 Jonging to another. But what appeared flill, more 
 ſurprizing'-was, he had not received bis maſter -s 
'. .- ol and, what was ſtill worſe, his own. cuſtomary 
compliment. It was.in vain forthe Major to draw 
1; back and ſecrete himſelf. The boy ran back to 
. de inn, and told the gircumſtance, when. the maſter 
eee * to be ES: at ils end of 
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1 0 6605 
two ſtages, the landlord and boy accoſted Mr. 
Semple very rudely indeed, neee 
going before a magiſtrate. - 
When they arrived at his worſhip! 's, the com- 
| plainewas formally laid; and the Major being aſked 
what he had to ſay for himſelf, he ran through 


his lineage and hiſtory, even from the year 1547, 


tin, to the very hour in which he was bade to 
to tell it; leaving out all the hair-breadth pen 
diſaſters, chances, &c. {i 
- Having done this, with his uſual codes and 
with equal hauteur he harangued on his importance 
to government. He declared himſelf the boſom 
friend of Mr. Pitt; ſaid he was on his Majeſty's 
ſervice with expreſſes of the moſt important and 
ſerious nature to this kingdom ; that he had ex- 
hauſted all his caſh; that he would compel every 
innkeeper on the road to furniſh him with horſes - 
and chaiſe ; and dared the On; or landlord 5 
to moleſt or detain him. 

The authoritative ſtile and manner in which be 2 
_— himſelf, and the production of his corps 

de reſerve, Mr. Pitt's letters, produced an effect, 
chat not only anſwered his utmoſt. purpoſe, but 
produced more, much more, than Mr. Semple 4 ex- 

The magiftrats, - whoſe 1 0 e = 
government greatly inclined him to favour every 
thing that had the leaſt ſmack of it, was determined. 
not to put a ſpoke i into the wheels of it, He took 

1 K and L Mt. 


5 when the title of Lord Viſcount Liſle 2 | 
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courſe of Mr. Semple's lucubraſions, between his 
fervant and the lady to whom-Mr: S. thought pro- 
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Careleſs's, White 
that the gentlewoman who made uſe of the name of 
Semple, and every other name which the: gentle- 


4 i IF; ? 1 + 


666 ) 


. Mx. Semple; therefore, 1 | 


not only told him he, would pay the chaiſe, but 


6) actually offered him a ſufficient, ſum of money to 
enable him to come to town; which offer the Major 
accepted, with a' profuſion of acknowledgments, 


and purſued his journey. And thus ended 40 en- 
ploit, which we diſmiſs without a comment. One 
fact we muſt take notice of: the landlord was by 
far better off than the juſtice; he was not only 
paid for his chaiſe; but tlie fowl, and even for the 
two poſt-horſes which were. ufed in the purſuit; 
whilft.-the other hever knew where or how to re- 
cover a ſhilling.» The poſtbey, however, with a 


crown in one hand, and bis hat in the other, with 


2 very g e gn 
Jurney to London. 1 
& cCirœumſtance ahbich. e MIX che 


per, pro tempore, to lend that name, may not be al- 


together unentertaining; at leaſt it will vary the 
ſcens, and afford a relaxation from that continual 
| tring on which we have already ann 


time ſo very loudiy thrumm d. 
In page 29, we mentioned bis being at Me. 
Hart, Watford. It was there 


man of that name had occaßonally complimented 


- ne ne r rev 
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orving mah, John Winter, by tio leſs a 8 
than the Major himſelf. The conſequence was a 


mutual diſcharge of manual compliments and ſer- 


Major's tenderneſs granted it. | 
But this was not all that attended Mr. gn 
there; his unlucky ſtars diſtreſſed him ſtill fur- 
ther. His 2 and baggage were detained by Mr, 

Careleſs, and conveyed into the hands of Sir 
Sampſon Wright : letters from Mr. Pitt, &c. &c, 
were Uiſcovered, with a pile of others, that made 

Oſſa like a wart. They have been tranſmitted j into 
the hands of Lord Sydney, the ſecretary of ſtate, 
and we are afraid, for ever irretrievable ; unleſs 
it ſhould be thought proper, in mercy to man- 
kind, to ſuffer a hiſtory to be 9 which E 
would aftoniſh the world. 

When we make uſe of ſo large an e as 
the world, we do not mean to confine ourſelves . 
to a "circumference of three miles, as Goldſmith's 
midwife did, who had never been farther in her life, 
had lain all the farmer's wives in that circle, and 
boaſted of her knowledge of the world; nor do we 
mean a circle of a little larger magnitude, viz. that 
of Great Britain and our town of - Berwick-upon- 
Tweed; but we mean an extent ſtill more fpa= 
Cious, which the following letter will beſt explain. 


vices. The lady knelt for . and % 
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Ox. my return to this place from Pruflia, I ſhould 
think myſelf negligent did I not convey my reſpects to 
you by the earlieſt intelligence, and to acquaint you that 
I ſuffered much in my health, which I thank God is now 


much improved, no thanks to the party that occaſioned 
it. I have been at Bonn on the Rhine; and if the infamous 
$—— is ever ſeen there again, he is a priſoner for life, 
as he is more. notorious in that place than in London, and 


THROUGHOUT THE CONTINENT.: Mr. Heathcote has 
detained the carriage, and put his arms gn it, and * 


5 | banker has got both his cloaths and mine. 


When at Bonn, Lambert's father and mother were un- 


happy beyond expreſſion relative to the boy. If you could 
give me the leaſt hint of him to ſatisfy the parents, you 


eee eee pet why, i. 


3 0 I am, _ ds a: 
| Your moſt devoted humble ſervant, 
- -..- +». - JOHN WINTER. 
— 4 þÞ ns e | V 2 \ 
\ : The 


( 740 | 
The reader will excuſe us putting the addreſs 
as we have not the conſent. of the gentleman fo 
Moo . g 
Mr. Roe the . . in 


the above letter, is in ſome miniſterial capacity 
from the Engliſh court; and, according to the cuſtom 


ol the country, ſeized the carriage, for the uſe. of 


thoſe to whom it more properly belonged. +- 
At Hamburgh, he contrived to get himſelf in- 


troduced to Mr. Matthias, the envoy ; and by the | 
means of that introduction to recommend himfelf 
to Mr. Matthias, in Scotland-yard, treaſurer to 
her Majeſty. Mr. J. G. Semple accompanied 
Mr. Matthias one evening to Covent-Garden 
houſe ; and under pretence of having changed his 
breeches, and left his purſe behind him, he obtained 

x 2 guineas of Mr. Matthias. 

It would not have been ending bad this 
matter reſted ſingly; but on ſome other pretence = 
he obtained an equal ſum of the ſame gentleman.- - 
Being at Egham, he contrived to make himſelf 
acquainted with Dr. Ogilvie, a very worthy divine 
of that place; and having ſo done, and found by 
that means the tradeſmen. and others with whom 
the doctor dealt, Mr. Semple obtained credit of va- 
rious people, Having alſo been ſeen arm in arm 


went into a ſhop: the Major went afterwards, * 
801 er ſome * of thor. Es 


* 4 1 
— 1 i . 
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with the doctor at Windſor, wherever the latter 


0 15 * 

Or Mr. Gulliver, of the Duke's-Hoad; Belfont, 
bear Hounflow, he obtained tho ſums of 201. and 
gave Mr. Gulliver the ſame valuable ſecurity for 


it, as he had before given to Mr. Bailey, of Hope. 


But, in order to convince- the reader that there 
could be no external appearance of poverty,. we 
mult tell him, that the Major cut a daſh at Bel- 
font ;' for he had ſervants in livery, and a car- 
riage which he called his own: but he never 


ht proper to put up at the Duke's-Head after 


1 obe affront beſtowed on him by Mr. Gul- 


liver, when Mr. var why v1 Arr aan 


= mum. 


But bis ingenuity was not fo clrcuniferited as to” 
be limited to feaſts upon gentlemen who do not 
know the world : the gentlemen of the law, who 


purſe. © 
Mr. Gupper, of the Temple; d 


— and Mr. Parker, of Hal | 


* 


He was not, ene . 60 Soevellſel with 


Mr. Bell, bookſeller, of the Strand: under pre- 
. tence of being employed by the miniftry, he ap- 
plied for a confiderable ſum of money, for convey- 

ing intelligence for the uſe of the Morning Poſt, 
adding, he was going on an embaſly with diſpatches . 
to Germany, intruſted to him by Lord Shelburne, 
which contained a ſecret r with the 
| — 


8 


are ſuppoſed to know moſt of it, experienced bis 
addreſs in US is vc * ol the 


| ( 76 ) 

In this inftance he was not quite a match for 
Mr. Bell; but in a few days after, when that gen- 
tleman was out, he called at the ſhop, and bor- 

rowed half a guinea, pretending he was arreſted, 
The Major's honour ſtill ſtands unredeemed at 
Mr. Bell's. It turned out, however, that Mr, 
-* Semple advanced the truth; for he was then 
actually in the cuſtody of Mr. Charles 9 
_—__ to the ſheriff of NN: 
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EE __ which a candid and diſternn 
8 public ever beſtows on induſtrious me- 2 
fit, has enabled us, by way of APPENDIX, to add 4 | 
few more anecdotes to that very numerous collec⸗ 
tion we have already compiled. ann 
In return for ſo ſingular a mark f its approba! 


4 ts A+ 


tion, we ſhall labour tb preſerve their countenance” 


and Protektion; on the one hand, e expreſſing our 


gratitude, on the other, rejoicing in in a defeat of 


thoſe drones of literature, Wh perpetually p 
on the honey collected with labour, and * 7 
factured with Valdes th duſtry. To che 5 e 

In the monch of Jute laſt Mr. Semple W 
his appearance at chat fühiphable place of reſbrt, 
the Wells ot Büktan in the nelghbourhood 0 : 
the Peaſe of Derby. 4 ac i "Ok WR} Nes eil : A 
le cat chere in © be dit Peper eps, 8 
| ſon of faſhion.” A He had his Valet de Chatmbte, his 


carriage, i e. . more. th 


„ 
. 


* ( 8 75 iy ! carri iage 
N * Ss : pe "% k l . 


128010 


* 


45 
hk 42 


ſs va — I - 
* = * 7 
* 
7 27 4 
* a y 
7 
av 
* ” 
. 
9 
= * 3 * ?. 
: % | - W 


3 . ; carriage of Mr. 1 wih two e 0 
1 . e e crown each, and beſpoke a ſuite | 


A abe of his ſplendid ranger, who afſuried 


4 Al che airs and graces of a man of quality, ſtruck 
. 2 panic im the minds of the ſquires of the Peak. 
Gentlemen, of, faſhion | were ſmit with envy, and 


de boſoms of the ſofter ſex e te 
and apparentforune, a 
; | 55 * his ons, w flited kim 


8 : 1 heir apparent of of. the. dormant. title of Lyſſe; 
mw.” in order. to lay the foundation for the comple-. 
. . purpoſe, in his journey to, Buxton, Mr. 


| le 8 + ball to the ladies: We. muſt ob⸗ 
here, howeyer, that it as part of Me. 
be: Rjſhop's cath (vide. page. 4 40,) which enabled him 10 
"SP. ker f. * ee 
8 Fas We eracl ſeman. that. id not court 
* * 8 companys, nor a lady that dj did not. 
\Ear$1 at 10 or. x 9 97 5 $4 | 
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3 his conſequence laſted 
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Order of Merit at "his 3 "ich. 15 : 
0 Majeſty of All the Ruſſias . 
conferred on him for ſervices done her. $561; 87; 
This clergyman, who, if any. lirtle * 

| dal chanced to teach his ears, was ſure to propa- 5 rl 
i gate it, in order, as we ſuppoſe, to make mankind 
g 5 aſhamed of their vices, was paid as much reſpełt to 


out of che pulpit as, perhaps, he was in it, i. e. 


Mea, 
_ - 4 


o 


os E alien. ghee. ant, 9:6 foe 
| Hllable he ſaid. wie e 4 ets 
le chanced to eee bunter or two, | 
- ich Major Semple wiſhed to purchaſe ; but, as ( 
the latter did not haggle about the price, 3 8 
offered to give his drafts on his London Banker, 
| the clergyman, in the, warmth of zeal for mpra- 
du, thoughe proper to whiſper to every perſon t 
Buxton that the Major, ad rem, pal nes | 
_ inder. *. 
fe Had a coli ganaer but hinted, half > 55 ; 
Bac [mc he ok pore bor» moment hn. 1 
| nation about the truth of it; but, as it was a der- 9 
Syman that ſer the, rumour Abroad, it was debated 
— rv Gon ev 5 
ſcandal- monget, and for picking. le in 2 
man's cloth but his on. p CER „ 
r ane morning, that be. — 
2 | guineas.;,out of 2 mm Fi 
Te Ne; As, 
, "OY 2 9 
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1 ati. 42 7 1.5 N at tlie inn, o ib 
table; but be ndver afterwards wok any notice 
about refunding it. —This Uttle incident, coupled 


5 _ th the clergyman's accoumt, made 2 complete 
[ 7 To that when the Major made his next appear- 
23 ice, there were many-long faces and Thy"tooks, 
3 Mr. "Semple was quick enough of comprehen- 


2 Aſc it.—He accofted the ladies, and 
© Arank tea wich them, with all! the effrontery. and 
: nonchalance of firſt-rate - impudence. His pru- 
| Gence was a great as his comprehenſion. He or- 
. horſes to be put to the carriage, and carried 
his ford in Kis hand about the re er, 
eg four Fours, before be departed. 
= "To wind vp this' excurfion, r min rife our 
1 "readers, chat Lord © Sbfficld, (late Sir Harbord 
= Harbod) as then at Button. To chat gentle- 
* man be pretended, that he "had © travelled: wich 
 _ Young Mr. Harbord in many places on the conti- 
nent; but "owned it was rather a delicate point to 
- vention, that be had acc ed him ne 
Rs Ra ts of mority; and 'defired Sir Har- 
WE: bord would acquaint him whether he ſhould preſent. 
te ſmall acfount then, or wait the young gentle- 
* man's return, On Sir Harbord's deſiring to Khow 
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ie fun, And exptefiing his obligations to him for 
3 "havin g TupplieaJhis fon "with" cdſh abroad, Ma- 
1 * Semple fat Gown, nen prodetelPs regular 
1 2. $9223 400 Fe : 
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| ubroune from 3 ſtage, 8 
whole to tlürty-ix Den which Sir Harbord 
* him immediately. FE 08 W a, Wet ont £47 
It was the eee ah. dies d 
_—— from Buxton. What further, ſums lie 
obtained has not yet come to our - knowledge; 
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luſtrate his character, n eee 
Sens ſtill further. 1 adauoctt 


On the 26th, of 4 "Y 3 
paſſing through Berners-ſtreet, he obſerved Hady 


MC- y coming out of Mr. Bowyer's, the miniature 
painter, and go into her carriage In about half an 
hour afterwards he did Mr. Bowyer the favor to call 
and ſee his pictures; at the ſame time obſerving that 
Lady MC-, whom be knew was getting her pig- 


| moſtintimate acquaintances,) had been kind enomm 
to recommend him to Mr. B. to have los. picture 


-painted+He chen fred to take che firſt ſiting the 
nent ly fide. ann into * 
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oon he fortunately e ected he had: only a 100. 
+ Dote.in his pocket, and flew hack to Mr. Bowyer 


to acquaint him with it, and requeſt the favor of 


5 dunn es five ſhillings pay for his coach; which be 


want preſently to; diſcharge: — Mr, Bowyer com- 
ed with his requeſt, and upon Lady M*C—y's 
coming to ſit to Mr. Bowyer the next day, he 
++ thanked her ladyſhip kindly for her recommenda- 
| tion of Cox. Georcs ;. bur her ladyſhip could not 
_ foe the foul of her recolle& the Colonel, ow 
bearing of his name beſore, who, in the midſt 
| of his great hurry of buſinch, * 
| caring ro apparent and Mr. Bowyer has fince | 
. 2 himſelf extremely happy the Colonel did 
| "IN: e geen. a9 2 uf 
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— wie dppared thee es the Mjers:Lady—. 555 
| Among ocher vii whom he ingratiased hinaſelf | 
N Quin, at hoſe. houſe the Major and 
| kit lady lodged, by invitation, (as the-noiſe of the 
Jian ws offenſve to madam) in nearly the ſame kg 
hr tea eee 
nere though be was 


her a ober uns he; in-poſſeſſion of a ſmall . 


Hama . | * 5 If 25 8 3 - * ſum 
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and rely on his invention for further ſupplies!” - 
He had borrowed” e e of de Don, 
_ and had diſſipateſl ĩr in a ball, dy wich he had in- 
curred the Doctor's diſpleaſure, he being u geinlemayy- 
no knew the" value of money ud well," 80 d 
it away in u manner 0 totally vague and empty, 
and without eee u e to _— 
by R. Ditto H 36:0 i Bs 
In a mort time after n an e % 
Doctor for the ſum of fifteen guitieas, and then of- 
fered his draft on his agent in town. To this ap- 
plieatiom Dr. MiQuin' was" very averſe, took che 
liberty of rallying the Major on the lightneſs of H 
conduct, and expatiaterl on the in effects it muſt na 
turally produce. To this-expoſtulation Major Bemple 
pleaded thje appendages of a gentletridh's WR, and 
arguec ho neceſſary thoſe little fuperfluities* — 4 
to ſupport che tharifter which Birch,” ellveation; 
and cuſtom claimed, as rights herediuyyg” 72”! *. 
Wü R it "Was that the lady ove" in 
inſtancè of lier ingenuity, Riek by D nears) d 


paraged her paramour S chi E für 75h the Doe 5 


tor's declining! te, Lend the Gfteen Sülneld tnc 


| ſhock Ber therves fuſlained was ſo great · as to quite ; 


_ overcome that delieaey of feehüug whith "otrotiy' 

© andiberal'mimds mut feet at 4*preimatyfrapulec: = 
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m eyes 
and giasce them towards her dear Major, the by 
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for the application: d ens him her keys, de: 
Gred-be would go up ſcairs and take three dia- 


mond pins to diſpoſe of, which would produce 


fine times the ſuni required,-and- might be eaſüy 
replaced in London. in 0 of + SH Ae 
| The Gryarion. of. the lady, her apparent dire 
A mind : the agitations that the Major was in 

Hex; accounts and her ſo readily offering to diſpoſe 
— her. diamonds for: the Major's uſe, made ſuch 
oni the Doctor, that he relaxed 
2 his” firſt-refolvtion,. and inſtantiy 
| thei money which he how zintreated the Major's. 
acceptance; of; and - which, wich . apologies, ; 
— the lateey agzped einen en me [ics 
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a ee er collect a cir- 
_cumitancn that happened at Mr. Careleſt s, at 
Warſond, with the abovę lady and her ſervant.— 
"The ſcene was retewed at Dr. MtQuin's, the 
being obſerved io ↄome out of the Foqtman's , | 
wem in ber ſhift ; ag ſoon as the Doctor was ap- 


reti, Gs a e 


63 water, . . and; 


d this m 12 . turn out ' 
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ol 3r LB | 
„ *mib6 the lodging, (happy, 10. dest, in ger rid 4 
gueſts who were a diſgrace to the roof chat aß· 


forded them a ſnelter, and a plague ta every perſon 8 
. vith hom they: were acguainted. HIER NAT - 


Dr. Meuin, however; was not the only fuk 
feret at Norwich. Mr; Pye; taylor, was one df 


thoſe upfortumte tradeſipcn who gave:credic to ax 


peatances, and of whom Mr. Semple has, for a con- | 
ſiderable number of years; made 4 conſtant prey. 


adeed, without . taylor no: ran ran appear lite u 
gentleman: the equipments of the. re Ny 


may have ſome trifling conſideration with a few 


unfaſnionabie fellows, but a ;knaye: in embroidery 
has always the . countenance” and. ſuꝑport of the 
eau monde, The advantages he "derived rm 


his lodging at Dr. M*Quia's, he took care.to.purs, 


ſue wich the eagerneſs, of a thorough-bred gameſter; 


5 Having made uſe of the uſual artifice of dfaying 
a letter from the Doctor, and having alſo made his 
3 way to Colonel Debbeig, who. was 4 particular 


friend of Dr. M*Quin's, by producing that Jetter, 
and urging his en be ee * 
ffom the Colonel. F edi „ 
| 5 en 

the occaſion, ae ſoon: after the far . 

but which were poſitiyely refuſad him, "© 

through the circumſpective eye of the Colonel s? 
.lady,' who ſaw a little mote into the Major than 
the  Calopel;- and by her aer it Was that her 


The Major ademed ald, b 3 
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e ons, "which, He the reſt of the 
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imagine chat he had elfrontery ſulficient'ts. G@nduet 
the table” of the Marquis of Lanſdown 

then en e Thi however, is the fact; 
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. "buf is intreſted "with di. 
„ carry abroad, Sythe Marquis; ---” Is: | 
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the character of which genrlemas the M 
referred to the Maſter of the Rolls, whoſe r erf „ 
ta the following effekt; . That if Majer Semple 
WAS 4 friend of Mr. Gg, there could er na . 
eulty made about employing him.” 4. tht 1 #5 
It mas in canſequence of cis enquiry nd regory 


Derne to 


Vienna; which he ſhamefully negledied ;, they lay 


at Mr. Gd canſiderable time, and, were 
afterwards removed to Mr. Cardleſs's at Watford 
from whence, with rwo others, they wery Kemer | 


to Sir Sampſon Wright, who, as before me 
delivered them to the Secretary of State. 


The adage is old, but not leſs true, cc {hr 
<.wits have ſhort memories: '—That Nr. Semple 


15455 his wits, few pill be bold enough d deny; . 


and that a man who can, for a number: of years, live, 
daily by them, muſtbe a great wit, there arg yery few, 
but will allow. Having, by this ] kind of FAR, 
eſtabliſhed the Majar,. ve came do prove the cang 


cluſion, his hart memory. W ee e age: 


It was at one af the foregoing hours of inter 


cgurſe, xz. at dinner, that Mr. Semple gare a 


glaring proof of the ſhortneſs of his r memory. The. 


ſudjest turned on politics, and at laſt came t9 the 
Inte peace, when Mr. Semple, with all chat vacuity. 


of thought and . abſence of mind, which fo often, 
5 diſtinguiſhes great vin. took: oceakion to 1 


% That . wat the e den det ever 
«goa made.” N 
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e de e the Majar: RR Mi 

quis, who, in a few ſeconds, ejaculated,” « Sir!“ 
che other replied, “ y lord!“ Yea 

Jon," ſaid the Marquis, 1 thought, 
8 vou le for a laß of wine.” «Oh; no, my s 
3 * Lord,” replied Mr. Semple; „ 1 ſaid it was the | 
1 - moſt damned peace chat ig Was made. 5 
= Ten Fil kelp you to'@ 1 one,” anſwered the 
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e 5 -accommnotate” our opinions to thoſe of our com- 

172 pany em fthom her inclination, their rejudices, | 
1 Proportion Grant tit ended u. well u. pellen 

'  - + harometer, elſe "we can hexer meet with the - | 
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- good opinion of our qual: „ or the ecunrenance 5 
4 of aur ſuperiors, —When ve ſay this, we mean to 
We bur opinion by the natural*depravity"of- = 

1 HS 2 mankind. CD : a en þ 91 Nr 

IT © The fa&will pea for itſelf berter chan u thous - ; 
„ © ſand” comments. From that hour Mr: Sem . 
3 © ever fat down to table with the B 

1 1 5 vbenever he called on buſineſs. was few wait of 
& | ©» confidetable time before his name could even | 
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ein burn 0 wee he could ln © 
| an audience.” Corrono: gt aol an 3 

- The late pr. Golinidifthegood-natireeader 
Vill readily pardon the compariſon) made once 2 


ſimilar blunder with the very ſelf· ſame great per- > 


. ſonage They both happened to be in hes | | 
| box bf Covent Garden Theatre one — 


* 


che Doctor, 'who' was chen a ſtranger, was” ne 


1 The latter profeſſed himſelf 
exceedingly fappy; was honoured by the Doctor's 


 Cornpany, and invited him to ſupper, which was ac- 
pee Goo e . on ens bree converſa- 


Mialsgrida, but for what reaſon he could not diſ- 


cover. — Nor T neither; "ſaid the Doctor, Tor every 
body knows that Malagrida was a veryhbneftman._— 
This abrupt and uncourtiy vic loſt the Docter a. | 


ſupper, and the honour of his Lordſhip's g 


njon, who never ſpoke-to him during the remainder. | 
„3000 | 
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But, Ancodt?/ and) ei Spee er be | 
that chere is ſomething ſo gtrociouſly mean and baſs 
in the character of a S] n, that it were to bo 


| wiſhed ſwindling was made a capital offtice—The 


 highwayman ranks” very: low, indeed, in the ſcale 


of criminality, when compared to. the ſwindber, be- 
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| Publie-papers hd | given him the n of 
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1 ol che llt year we trace our gen- 
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* if we may be lowed eee ; 
5 mfg on: he 9x: be od 
5 dy Going: bis mater meu eye cows, . 
dne mas gening. ready. far, a zaumey to Scor- | 


5 is he going 502. To. Edinburgh, Sit, 
IS OT what ſort of a man: is 


d waer, and how, does he dreſs ? Ob, Bir, 
3 the frizzeur, he ig a very good locking 
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< 0 WES: go 
| arifivered: r ann Sap, 
bend Nr, Kerr c me inftantl 7. 
The man depurted for his maſter, a e 
elf watted en che Mer. Matters were Took 
_ Jetted, and off they went that very evening — 
; Mr. "Kerr rejsieing at the good Tuck he bad met 
_ with, and Mr. Semple congratulating Wer &: . 
| the good luck he expected to meet. eee ng © 
In this happy diſpoftten af mind they travelled | 
till rey came to Turk, but when there, à lite 
Greene oeturred; at which- Major Semple 
eme very wach ker. "Before dinner; he” ent 
a | uneafeſs/t t a Hick aden ben Negele * 
| he fad, a very confiderable ſum, for Sich hae 
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5 _ ar TIE p bur ven Pfetented, — * N 


100 Caf ef Hat gemtemahs ie His asd, 5d 44 
And benoaring eker draft. 261 elo n⁰νEẽꝭ 
Tie, Nur. Sernple fad, dae exooed 
| hickys Wthothid relied that = 
for \mote"biſh-46 carry hinp to-Bidinburghy But) 
added he, Mr. Kerr, you perhaps hüwe fonte ges? 
About y O ves, Sir, anſwered Mr: Kerr äve 
baten guingen —T hon, tand Sem ple, det ne : 
dem, and when . eme to; Um! 
„ Un era ee 


go”. 
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8 Mr. Kerr went to Fortunes; and to malte ſhort 
= < the ftory, that half hour has neger yer arrived." | 
i ; 85 
4 0 ä or be muſt have: hee left ns 
INES tuation which none Cn know bur thaſe'who. a 
| -  alhatedto-borron, aut 


3 ue ll Mr Semple's a 
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4 =. line. gil. the daughter of one 
1 the porters of — to hom Mr. 
5 | 5 7 e e 091-128 


= | told her father vi bentacher x ran and wid the coaſter) 
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4 either Mr. Pitt, Dr. Prettyman, or Mr. Roſe, 


heros and fnding that words 2 not be; 8 
factory, he deſired them to meet him at the Treg- 


ſury, where he ſhould ſee ſome of his friends, 


whom, the Major ſaid, were greatly in arrear with 
bim, on goyernment accqunt, en n ö 
ſatisfy the hill and the porter.— L 
The bait, however, did not take, for they. not N 
only refuſed to give him a meeting at the eie 
| but. rudely inſiſted on accompanying him 1 in the 
coach; and ſtepping in, away they drove; 0, the + 
Treaſury ; where, after Mr. Semple bad traverſed -. 
the rooms, with his companions cloſe at his heels, 
and found his foregoing friends buſy about other ga A 
vernment accounts, and therefore inviſible, as the 
Major called it, then he Propoſed taking thera, o 
his relation, Lord Rawdon, in St. James's Fa 8 
where he could hays any caſh he Wanted. pes 
_ Away they. drove to Lord Randon 5, and fopped 1 
within a few doars of it. The Major left, hem 
in the coach, and went to his Lordſmip z houſe, 5, 
ee wich as much, or more, wi I 
dity than the. qyner of it mould. hers Airs 998 PEP 
363 inflantly adijined. iu. 
\ The gentlemen left ip the coach, rig waited, is 
near an Hour, and beginning to grow impatient, - 
they went with an bumble tap zt hie Lordſip? : 
and, in a quarter of an hour, were anſwered to the 
following effect: — That a gentleman had come in. 
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— himſelf a Me ue nd 


1 et 7 be was purſued” by Bailiffs, and prayed to be let 8 


the houſe into the Green Park, which ad a 


. 1 | 
"In difirels. * e | W 2 BRIE IT 
A proper explanation ſoon-took place, dts 
tt derben of the family ; and though t the maſ- 
ter of the coffee-houſe had three ſhillings and fox- 
Penee coach-hire to pay, he could not refrain f from 
Joining inthe humour. 0 
We are i poſſeſſion of numerous e 
1 inlay nature, bot ſhall conclude wich the fol | 
i wry, og 3; 

The Major lately lotto Mitre Court;and on 
e ing he went to Meſſrs. Butts and 
Had in Fleer-ſtrcer, where he had before laid ; 
out a trifle, and thereby was known, and pretended | 
that a friend of his had been arreſted for a tolerable 
- large ſum of money; thar ſome (gentlemen had 
contributed to diſcharge the debt, and the . 
that was wanting to make up the ſum was thirty-ſix 
„milings that having nothing but an en 
Pound note about him, which was very difficult on 
ſuch A day to get changed, he requeſted che foan of 
oem ana yok hx ln would return it. 

Motives of compaſſion prevailed over prudence. 4 
ay The Major obrained the money, and the Worrow, | 
like his half-hour with Mr. Kerr, has never ye 
arrived. Ee TH: een n u 
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| "We hare A | 
anecdote of Mr. Semple when: in Ruſſia. Nia 


beginning of this Narrative. 0 E 3 Lip trot 55 1 S444 
By the recommendation of the Ducheſs of King: 


| ton ® he came to Peterſburgh, and by her inteteſt 
be obtained the rank of Major in the Ruſſian ſer: 
vice. He vent to the Crimea with Prince Potem- 
kin, as his Aid de- camp.—On Mrs. Semple's writ- 
ing to her huſband, complaining of the Ducheſs, of 
| Kingſton's ſlighting her, he returned to Peterſ- 


burgh, and by a great deal of bluſter ſo frightened 
her, chat he obliged the Ducheſs, before he left 


| the. houſe, to give him five hundred roubles, (about 


three and ſix - pence each ;)- he ſtaid afterwards in 


Peterſpurgh; but beſore he left the place ſold 
bis carriage to four different Ruſſian noblemen, 
took the caſh of ever one of them, and en 


eee go Rich Ab IN 4; +; WE. 
His method of getting aut of the country. was 


as follows He was accuſtomed to walk out "OS 


r — 


walk to return; but one day his memory failed him, 
and lie never came back. It muſt; be, obſeryed, 


that no ſtranger can leave iber Ruten minen 


12 Gen 8 one e 11 unn 31 9211 


. Major Semple's diſtreſſes were impreſſed on i the mind . bs 
chats of Kingſton by her Secretary, Mr. Lilly, i in the firſt in- 


© ſtance ; for which ſervice, and many other ate of kindneſs, the 
Major very e ſwindled Mr. Lilly out'of a « gold OG, 
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ſuit, by the following ſtratagem i He 
ne met Rim at court, and begged he would let his 
les) taylor.-look at the ſuit of clothes, to 
make ſome like it, in order to. 
The credulous officer delivered dem to Scmple's 
wants, but never ſaw them aſteerr. 
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2 When he firſt appeared ar Saint - Peterſb! 
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8 | Semple; and his- company was courcell by every | 
; body. —Whar i is remarkable, he was: pe 
E ing, that with chetkigh 
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Having ſaid thus much of him, we ſhall \ con- 
Elude our narrative with a ſtroke of his policy after 
confinement. 

Wben he was removed from the Compter to 
Newgate, and the turnkey was dreſing the Major 

with an ornament to his filk ſtockings, he begged 
chat a gentleman of his character and import- 
ance might not be ſo diſgraced. That he was 

treated like a gentleman at the former priſon, 

Where he had behaved himſelf like a gentleman 
alſo, having flipped five n into the tun- 
key's hand. ? 

This, however, being a falſchood, and, inſtead 
of having behaved himſelf like a gentleman, he 

| had left the Compter a few ſhillings in the debt 
of a poor old waſherwoman, the turnkey of New- 
gate was deaf to his importunity, and ornamented 

his leg with a chain of that conſtruction and enor- 1 * 

mous weight, which we often ſee hanging at the „ 
fobs of _ of our modern fops. 
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| & Saturday Fa, of AE 1786. 


the PRISOER was put to the bar, and 
arraigned - before Mr. juſtice Gould and the 


Recorder of London. The inditment ſtated, that 
James George Semple, otherwiſe Harrold, -other- 
wiſe Kennedy, did on the firſt day of September 


278 5, of Richard Lycettz coachmaker, one chaiſe, 
commonly called a poſt-chaiſe, of the value of 


fifty pounds, feloniouſly fleal, take, and trad 
5 againſt the peace, Nc. 


Abe aa Mast having f 10 this 3 in- 


Gament, to the ſubſtantive name, and no other 


objection being made thereto, Mr. Lycett was 


_ called, who ſwore 


That he was a coachmaker i in Whitechapel, and 


let out carriages for hire; and that he knew the 


priſoner perfety well. That on the firſt day 
of September, in the year 1785, the priſoner 
came to his houſe, and hired a poſt-chaiſe for three 
weeks or a month, for which he was to pay five 


3 per day; that the priſoner had the car- 


riage delivered to his order, which carriage Mr. 
Dean never had bus pleaſure of _ again, nor 


the 


| 0 * 5 
the | priſoner, till Mr. Lycert, ſaw him in e 


ment in the Poultry Com = KY | 


Mr. Lycett further ore, that _ priſoner 
came to him . the Saracen' 8— 


Head, Aldgate, where he then lodged, That he 
had hired a, carriage of him. once before; which 


was on the, zoth of July preceding, for fix ſhillings 
a. day, which | he zeturned on the 2 and 
paid rr... 5 0 

That the carriage wee” the 8 had the 
ſecond time, and for which he then ſtood indicted, 


was by the priſoner S direction altered, by having 
_ piſtol holſters put to it, and a net to the roof, 3 
with the Jr reduced to the fize of the: Major's 8 


— 


trunk. 

He alſo ſwore, that the R aka him that 
the carriage was wanted for a tour to the north ; 
that i it was delivered on the ſame day to a ſeryant 
ef. Mr. Bolton's 8, Joh Deacon, who, keeps. the 
Satacen's- Head Inn; that it was chree weeks or 2 
month for which it vas bired, and chat! it Was — 
be returned in that time. 


That he had never heard From him 8 : ; 
5 that he was ſure the priſoner a at the bar was the ſame 


perſon, and had not the leaft doubt of it. That 
there was no agreement to {ell the chaiſe, « or to keep 
it longer than three of four weeks, and then pay 


bfty-two guineas for it; but that the priſoner ſaid, 


6 * Spool I ſhould have a mind to buy it, what 
1 | OT would | 
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„ 3 it . worth? to which Mr. Lycett | re- 


plied, About fifty-two guineas; but that there 
was a fate, either _ abſolutely « or conditionally, Mr. 


5 Lyc ett poſitively denied. 


"He added alſo, that, unfortunately for 117. 
this was not the chaiſe the priſoner had firſt ſpoke 
about; the chaiſe. he obtained was almoſt a new 


one; they other, which the priſoner had before, - 


and which he. had then let to a gentleman 1 for 


N three or four days, was an did one. 


The Recorder of London, , Who tried the ge 


ſoner, then Patt the pang. queſtions, to" Mr. i 


Lycett, | IM 
Did you part with the cat with any de 
tion of the priſoner's being a purchaſer? to which 


Mr. Lycett replied, By no means. 


' "The evident meaning of the above queſtion was, 


to ſhew what was in the contemplation of the 


parties at the actual time of the priſoner's hiring 
the carriage; for if there had been any idea of a 
purchaſe, the felony would = been _ re- 
duced to a fimple debt. . 

Mr. Lycett then underwent | 2 very Tong and 
critical croſs examination from Mr. Gartow, who 


| was conerned for the priſoner as his counſel. 


© Mr. Garrow ſeemed anxious to bring him to 


- acknowledge that he meant to have made it only 
a debt. This, however, Mr. Lycett flatly denied. 
His evidence afforded much entertainment to the 


court from the — his un- 
W 


\ 


( 101 


embarraſſed attention to what he was about, and 


particularly by the ſmartneſs of his replies. 

Hie was aſked who was concerned in the proſe- 
cution, and whether it did not originate at the in- 
ſtigation of Mr. Feltham, hatter, in Fleet-ſtreet. 


Mr. Lycett acknowledged his obligations to Mr. 


Feltham for his advice; but added, that he be- 
lieved his own pocket would be ſaddled with, and 


was able to defray, all the 8 of the proſe- 
cution. 


+ Well "SY ad Mr. Garrow, 2 did the pri- 


ſoner demean himſelf? Did he go about the bu- 
ſineſs as you and I would have done? 


O no, ſaid the witneſs, his addreſs * very dif- 8 
"ih I affure you. He is not ſo rough; he i is a 


gentleman; his manners are perfectly poliſhed. 


Mr. Lycett produced his book, at the requeſt of 


the counſel ; when it appeared that the priſoner 
had obtained the firſt chaiſe under the n of 
Major Harrold. 


It appeared . that after the name Harrold, 2 


5 5 had been an eraſure, on which eraſure ſtood 
| the name of Semple; and being interrogated 


ſtrictly on this point, Mr. Lycett ſaid, that be 
put down every name which he had heard the 
priſoner had went by; that there were three or 


four names at times put down, one of which had 
been the Marquis of Carmarthen; and that he put 
every name down tilk he had got the right one, 


| * 1 he n about 8 9 of a year 
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ago, at Fl Mr. Sadgrove' S, 2 hair-drefler, at 
| Knightſbridge, with whom the priſoner, had lodged. 


He was then aſked, if he had not ' called the 
priſoner a damned ſcoundrel, and, aid that he 
would arreſt him for 80l. The former part. of the 


_ queſtion Mr. Lycett readily achnoviedgyd,, dot 


poſitively denied the latter. % 
Mr, Lycett, in his croſs examination, further 
fad, that he never gave the priſoner a bill of gol. 


for the chaiſe, nor ever ſued out any writ againſt 


him : that his ſervant, John Marchant, delivered 
the. chaiſe to Deacon; that the prifoner behaved 


in a fine flouriſhing and poliſhed manner; and that 


- 


he ſhould have refted. very happy if the carriage 
bad been ever returned. He denied ever receiving 
2 bank- note of ten Pounds! in part of the carriage; 


: and faid that his own pocket ſuffered for the proſe- 


Eution; however, he thought 3 it right to puniſh Weh 
oſſenders. 1 

Mr. Garrow then d an ingen ſuppoſition, 
that whore the eraſure ſtood in the book, there had 
deen wrote © or to pay fifty guineas;” "1 this. 
Mr, Lycett poſitively denied, _ . 

John Marchant, . apprentice. to. Mr. Lycett, 
proved delivering the carriage to Deacon: and 
Deacon proved fetching it away, from Mr. Lycett's. 


But although it appeared that Deacon had drove 


the priſoner once 'to Barnet and back, and took 
bim up at Sadgrove's in Knightſbridge, and drove 
him to Uxbridge, from thence to the Duke -of 
| Fortland's at Bulſtrode and — to town, yet 

. this 


9 ( 


| thts witadfs could not Fwbar” to the Piber. * 


kis firſt ſtanding up to give nis evidence, he fle- 
fired to know who was to pay Kim for his trouble 
and loſs of time; for whioh he was N 
manded by the court. 


Mr. Bolton proved that” the "titer had khan 2 
that le 


cuſtomer of his in the name of Harold; 
went with him to Lycet t's when the carriage was 


| Hired; and that he Knew nothing of any bargain | 


but that of hiring. 


Mr. Silveſter, who was bor che proſecutor, beiug | 


but juſt come into court, aſked Mr. Bolton, If the 
carriage was purchaſed or hired? To which Mt. 
Bolton replied, Hired. +. 


'The evidence being cloſed, Mr. Gatrow ad- 
dreſſed the court in a very long ſpeech, to ſhewr 
cauſe why the priſoner ſhould not be put on "ths 


defence, as the fact ſtated to the court made it 
only a debt, and not a felony. . 9 


He cited many caſes, or rather ingeiiiouſty' am 


ſtrued many caſes, in a way contrary to their legal 
conſtructions; and blended the fact of hiring with 
the ſuppoſed conditional purchaſe, on which be 
| argue a conſiderable while. 
He begged leave to call the attention ck the 
court to ſuch particular circumſtances in the caſe 
of his client, as he truſted would render all defence 
on his part unneceſſary, The tranſaction, in his 
opinion, had all the lit, of a bargain between 
one man with another. Taking up the matter on 
this around, he en a Op of caſes to 
| nnen 


= 
{ 
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deemed inconclufive, He admitted the contract 
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oftabliſh this propoſition, that as there ——— to 


him a bargain or agreement between the parties, 


Major Semple was chargeable only with having 


failed in fulfilling this part of the contract. The 


conſequence was, that he could have redreſs by a | 


recovery of his property in a civil ſuit. This was 
the jet of his argument ; and he contended that ie 
would reſt with the Court to determine what the 
real nature of the fact or tranſaQtion between his 


client and Mr. Lycett was; and if they admitted 
with him the reality of a contract, he was ſatis- 
fied i in his own mind, that it was impoſſible that 


the caſe before the court could warrant a felonious 
indictment. ” 

The Recorder here ftox oped B Mr. Garrow, and de- 
fired him to confine his argument to the biring, asthe 
Purchaſe was denied, and ſaid it was the province 
of the Jury to 3 what the contract was. 
Judge Gould entirely coincided with the Recorder. 

Mr. Garrow then argued fimply on the hiring 
contract, and contended it was no felony, 


Mr. Agar ſaid a few words on the ſame ſide as 


MI. Garrow, and called the proſecution an ex- 
traordinary converſion of a mere Weſtminſter-Hall 
buſineſs to the bar of the Old Bailey. 1 


He owned that he did not feel the force of the. 
argument from the caſes which had been quoted. 


He thought them inapplic able, and preſumed the 
| reaſoning they were intended to ſupport would be 


11 
7 
0 y 4 


© p * „ * 7 
Y * 6 nd, > 4 * * * * 


| n 
A 


| Aicing fimply, aud that it va 8 hire for a ſpecific 


the Jury, to beware of che conſequence of pro- 


cordex ſtopped him, .and- faid be _need.nat give 


of aw. Re ws joined in opinion by Judge 


Gould, who thought the cafe fully within the late - 
adjucations.. The opinion of counſel being thun 
over-ruled, the priſoner was called upon for what 
he had to ſay in e End ä 


bt eee. 
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poſuion that thare was none, chat it was. an, 5 


dite, But he defired the court, and particularly - 


Bouncing bis client -guikys becauſe! be bed not 
delivered 30 Mr. Lycett his property vinhin a cr- 
dein tine. 1e denied that theres was any Jaw 
exiting, by which one man.cauld charge another 

_ Felpniaufly for. qa keoping: his kme to a dy: and | 
here could the lina he grave? . Nodimizacion off 
© time whatever could catftimce felony by abe lau 
of England. He therefore thought his client's caſe - 
would bear him put on theſe principles, even ſup- 
| poſing be could produce no arculpatary evidence. 

Mx. Sibreſter was going 10 neply, when the Re- 


_ bimſelf any trouble on the ſubject, becauſe if the - 
Jury believed the evidence, there was no queſtion = 
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 Yfrom-whom!he:hired-one for/ſeven days, as it was 
| inarkedorenteredin Mi. Lytett's book! Not long 
_ - ſubſequeny to this tranſaction, he bought d carriage 
den Mr. Licet at gol; This he had upon trial. 
Ĩ᷑ it ſuited him he wat to pay for it a twelve month 
|  -afterwatds; if not it was-to be charged to him at 
Es per day. Mr. Iycett, however, alledzing that 
aleeriag wie chaiſe for hisaccommodatibn had eoſt 
dim a good deal of eta charges; and Agrveing to 
deſray cheſe; Mr. Lycett preſented him with A billof 
about 61. The priſoner then gave him 4 all bank - | 


= voter i ec eee e asg ya | 
5 er rel ſubſtauas of the priſobersdefence, 

b 15 -which was not vtteredin 2-manner|ithat:dig anuch 

: ©  - honour either to his education, his acknowledged 

i 1 "abilities, or his appearancde. 

: Mr. Lycett beingaſked about the 10l. note; ſaid, 

5 4 The: Major had flouriſhed his hand about in his 

g pockets, and jingled e pe Mich but he: never 

N : * e e ye Ion = geh one bug 
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ö . SE. | 8 James Sadgrove was called, 3 that | 
= Mr. Lycett had told bim he had let Major Har- 

E - _ rold a poſt-chaiſe on trial, and that, if he liked 
f 


3 it, he was to give him fifty-two guineas for it. 
SWadgrove acknowledged, on his croſs'examination, 
ttat ſome — had been e ere the. 

5 774 5 | , ifon er. 0 8" * 2 * 448 K mug * 182 uo 8 85 2 * : / 
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Mr. L — bud G6 con 


could not tell whether or no, if he cou,“ have then 


| found the Major, he ſhould not have arreſted him. 
lohn Bowes, a hackney-coachman, was called to 
know, if ever he had heard any converfation 


between the priſoner and Mr. Lycett about the 
chaiſe: He had driven the priſoner ſeveral times 
to Mr. Lycett's, but never followed him into the 
bouſe or ſhop, and therefore heard no converſation. 

The Recorder, with that impartiality. and fair- 


neſs which has ever diſtinguiſhed his judicial cha- 
racter, and with a diſcrimination which reflects . 
equal merit on his abilities, ſummed up the evi- 


dence, and ſtated every part of: it for and againſt 


the. proſecution, with great candour and ſexactneſs, 
in which he replied to the objections urged by the 


priſoner's counſel: He denied that there was any 


thing like a contract fars a purchaſe proved. So 
that there was not the leaſt foundation for any rea- 
ſoning on that ſuppofition. There was in his opi- 
nion, yet leſs weight, if poſſible, in the argument 
urged by Mr. Agar; for it ſtruck him as fairly 
and completely made. ut in the caſe that the! hiring 


which had taken place was no more than a pre- 


text made uſe of by the priſoner for getting poſ- 
ſeſſion of Mr. Lycert's. property, that he might 


convert it to his own purpoſes. The hiring a chaiſe 


befbre; and bonourably paying the debt incurred by - 
wy means, carryiog on theſe tranſsQicns vader a 


verſationy but owned that; not being lawyer, "he 
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= towed that the property bed ber obtiined with = | | 


1 with any view either toi return it; or pay for it, | 


- Jen in what he did, r © realize whatever fths ; 
cui could fetch for- his own ufs. The fimpls 
— queſticr/th6refore on which the Jury were to decide; 
was the nature of the tranſition between Mr: 
| Lijcntt and the priſoner; imd this opinion, he ſaid, 
met the concurrence: of the firſt crown law avcho- 
- rity; Judge Gould; If they thought ho hed really | 
wied the chaiſe with . view to geſtore it, add 
jay for the ume it was in his ſervice, though fro 
© wdcotiey 6d tad difpoſed” of it; however fach aw | - 
J of puniſiied ax « breach — 
1 of trat. the lu would not recognize it a3 ſelohious; 
| Barif on the contrity, TIT 
dence which hack beem produced; that the hiring 
e was not len far on the priſonst's part, or, 1 
: wort, chat they could not clear him of an intentian 
5 d poſſeſt himiſelf of this property, he could iffurs 
mien there” nn eme 
1 ROWE 
"Tho Jury, tr ooring mig cinkives ot 
= ee, gave i d ada 
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M. ee or thit a other. words," - 
 Giid he, Do you believe Mr. Lyrett or Sadgrove? | 
To which- they replied, Mr. Lycett ; when the 
Recorder obſerved, he was exactly of their opinion. 
And thus ended the trial of a genius who has 
excited as much curioſity as his depredations have 
caufed alarm; and for one of which the ſentence of 


the law condemns him to tranſportation for ſeven 
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A MOTION POR POSTPONING JODGMENT, IN IN © 


| THE CASE OF MAJOR SEMPLE, AT THE OLD 4 
BAILEY, ON THURSDAY) anda een 
AJOR __ YR 
M439 ; 2 appearance "pb bar, and dba, 
| clerk Weg announced to him the nature of his 
crime, and the verdict of the Jury, demanded of 

him, whether he had any tfaſons to adduce why ches 
ſientence of death * not immediately to be. 
Pronouncec. 
Mr. Garrow then addrefied bimſelf tö the bench. 


He acknowledged the i integrity and ability of che 
handſome 


who had tried his client in 
oor x Bong terms. He 3 he had. 
now to ſay — not be imputed to any other prin- 
eiple than his fincere defire of doing to bit 
5 cent, Hs: ſtood in circumſtances peculiarly diſ- 

ahd unfortunate; It was n thus ſitu- 
bs r him, like every one who bad any value 
dor che bleflings of exiſtence, to 2 or. -4 
py provenss't the 9 
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which 5 it was his own 2 now to act in his — & 
He was, indeed, ſolicitous to defeat any ice 
which might ariſe in the breaſt of the court againſt, 
Fong which, with all humility, he was now to 2 
| make. 
_ wats Fes ee r james | 
5 George * who had been adjudged 4 55 the 
ra ey, e ty of felony, ſhould be Penny. un- | 
til next ſeſſion | 
le owned this motion. did not originate with 
bim; he was urged to ſuggeſt 1 it in court by others, 
who thonght the deciſion on ths caſe of is client 
afforded ground for it. ; 
The reaſons.on which that opinion was founded. 
were; that the facts proved were fimple and deſti- 
tie of thoſe circumſtances which conſtituted felony. F 
He quoted ſeveral caſes in-ſupport of that poſition. 
He denied that on the face of the cafe there was any | 
thing to warrant the idea of a felonious intention; 
All chat had been proved was the fingle tranſaction 
of hiring a chaiſe. . The priſoner was not proſecu- 
ted for not returning the goods, but chat he took 
89 1 of them with a felonious intent. Ges 
Hle would aſſert, with the greateſt Sade deſe- 
| | rener for. che opinion of the court, that ſuch a ver- 
dick was not authenticated by the evidence Which 
had been produced. It was on this fingle ground 
be preſumed at this time to trouble the court, and 
do beſeech his erer ng in behalf of'.thei unhappy 
pPriſonetz that judgment in his hn "OR ”_ de 
terred {nit ſeſfion.) + > 55K 
Mr. Agar roſe to ſupport the aebi e 
requeſt, made by his learned brother. He was ty 
| hopes that his motives in this buſinefs would bear 
ro other NI than an honeſt ſolicitude to 
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1 | y plea i in \favour'of* "his" aki ak | 
lich the caſe Would admit. Mr. 4515 0e had 
*Fecourſe to ſeveral cafes, and endeavoured to he 
chat the preſent one was altogether new, and totally 
Aiſtinct from any thing Which had occurred within 
de practice of modern times. It was a fact which 
- Bll men converſant with the laws of the country 
Idew, that fraud was a crime not only well de- 
ned and generally underſtood, but a ſpecial act HH 
©, parliament had aſcertained its nature, and deter- 
'mined-its puniſhment. This offence. therefore was 
ſpecifically provided againft. Why then inftiture - 
precedents; Which, in his mind, had a tendency to 
confound thoſe things which were already ſo per- 
fectly diſtinct; and indeed if the law, as fil 
ered inthivcals of:ihe priſoner, was to be conſi- 
dered as eſtabliſhed, the crime of fraud was from 
that moment annihilated- There could be no ſuch 
thing. Hiring,” when the goods poſſeſſed by that 
means were not inftaritly returned, would hence 
forth be deemed intentional felony 
Mr. Recorder ſaid, he was happy in having tried 
— the preſence of one of the beſt Crown 
lawyers in the kingdom, who, fortunately, that 2 
ſat the whole time upon the bench. Ia the opinions 
which he then ſtated, the learned judge had uniformly 
agreed with him. He did not well underſtand the 
ſhape which the buſineſs had now aſſumęed. - Mere- 
ly poſtponing judgment could not, ſo far as his diſ- 
cernment went, in any degree whatever ſerve the 
priſoner. He was never more ſatisfied in his own 
mind with the law, as applied to any caſe, than in 
this, The felonious intention was the firſt circum- 
ſtance in the fact on which. the priſonetr had heen 
tried, that muſt ſtrike every perſon of common 
ſenſe who took the matter into one moment's con- 
fideration. The verdict of the jury, in like man- 
ner, moſt W coincided with the idea of what 
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